
 

 

 

                                                                  

 

 

Happy November and Happy Thanksgiving!                                         

We have so much to be thankful for as the holiday                                                                
approaches. Over the past year Bell Tower Residence has continued to be a warm 
and welcoming place for all who enter our doors. Our residents, families, staff,             
volunteers and the continued presence of the Holy Cross Sisters continue to fill our 
hearts with gratitude. 

One Thanksgiving tradition in our family is to listen as each person at the table 
speaks of what they are thankful for. The kids groan and say, “Again Mom?” and yet 
protest if their turn is skipped. While Thanksgiving is not the only time to be thankful, 
it certainly presents us with a time to reflect. 

I have had many moments in recent months to ponder the idea of thankfulness. At 
times it seems repetitive to simply think of being thankful for family, friends and                
shelter. It is the, and in times of adversity that we may turn to having “a thankful 
heart.” 

A thankful heart is staying calm, not allowing your worries to overtake you. A thankful 
heart is finding moments in the day to bring you joy - recognizing the moments and 
not letting them pass by unnoticed. Its finding ways to be kind to others as you let 
your thankfulness overflow making a difference in the lives of others. 

As we walk the halls of Bell Tower Residence, as neighbors and caregivers, family 
and loved ones, take a moment to fill your heart with thanks and to share it with                 
others.  

God bless us all and give us thankful hearts. 

Kris  
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Resident Anniversaries 

Berm Stiver       8 years 

Estelle Klemp      5 years 

Lorraine Muschinske  5 years 

Halcy Kasmarek      4 years 

Dorothy Jaeger     3 years 

Dorothy Berndt     1 year 

Resident Birthdays 

November 2     Mabelle O’Connor 

November 4    Margie Imhoff 

November 9    Noel Pregont 

November 18    Geraldine Dotter 

November 18    S. Rita Pearce 

November 20    Cub Fischer 

November 21    Tom Sazama 

November 22    Lorraine Muschinske 

November 29    S. Mary Thomas Reichl 

November 29    Pat Rajek  
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Employee Anniversaries 

Peggy Fruend     6 years 

Alysian Kimmons    6 years 

Samantha Brown   2 years 

Diana Villwock    1 year 

Employee Birthdays 

November 2     Dan Hinz  

November 4     Sally Severt 

November 6     Linda Pautz 

November 7     Arick Bushar 

November 8     Melissa Kanitz 

November 16     Michele Steger 

November 17     Som  Sengkhammee 

November 24     Roxanne Hetfeld 

November 24     Paula Sherwood 

November 26     Brianna Stephan 

November 28     Ashley Lemke 

November 29     Rebecca Grambort 

November 30     Gertie Cherek 

November 30     Alexandra Johnson 

Big Welcome To                                   
Mark Weix & Monica Talbot 
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Rita Kremsreiter is a CNA. She has lived in Merrill her entire life. Rita is from a family  
of 12 children. There were eight girls and four boys in the family. She was number ten. 
Rita enjoys 4-wheeling, bowling,  motorcycling, camping and boating.   

Tim Ruprecht is a Maintenance Assistant. Merrill is home to Tim. He has a wife, two sons, 
daughter-in-law, one wonderful grandson and new granddaughter due in November. Tim enjoys 
oil painting and martial arts for the past 40 years.   

ENDS 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

NOVEMBER 3 
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1942 was the year of the first wartime Thanksgiving and even though sugar was technically the only 
rationed item in the grocery, shortages of meat and butter created even more of a challenge for cooks. 
They also had limited access to certain traditional spices because they came from areas now occupied 
by the Japanese and cargo space needed to be reserved for wartime supplies. Not only were meats, 
butter and sugar being rationed, but cheese, fats and canned or processed foods were as well.  

Some folks would save their ration stamps for the holidays and use creative techniques to create the       
perfect meal. Even though chicken and other birds were not rationed, finding a turkey for your own   
table was quite a chore since many of the birds were shipped overseas for the servicemen. As if the 
food shortages were not enough, tire and gasoline rations made it difficult for families to gather         
together under one roof.  

 Rubber was the hardest material to come by because 92% of our supply came from                   
Japanese occupied lands. Everyone had to do their part to aid in the war effort. Macy’s famous 
Thanksgiving Day parade used gigantic rubber balloons for their annual parade. The balloons were       
donated to the cause and shredded for scrap rubber, cancelling the parade for the duration of the war 
until 1945. 

 Benjamin Franklin suggested the national bird for the newly founded country of America 
should be the Turkey because it was a “much more respectable bird” and “a true original native of 
America.”  

 Abraham Lincoln was not the first President to urge Americans to celebrate Thanksgiving. 
George Washington, John Adams and James               
Madison all issued proclamations regarding the               
holiday. 

 Gimbel’s Department Store in Philadelphia 
was the first major store to host a Thanksgiving               
parade and not the famed Macy’s Department Store. 

 Cranberries were actually used by the Native 
Americans in the first 
Thanksgiving dinner as well              
as for their daily medicinal 
needs. Today the meal is  
incomplete without the        
delicious fruit. 

 The first Thanksgiving                           
football game was held       
in 1876 about the same time 
the sport was officially                         
recognized. 

Resident families are reminded to 
make a reservation if they are                

planning to join us for our                   
Thanksgiving meal in Assisi Hall. 

Please call our receptionist at                
715-536-5575 by November 13th. 

 

Thanksgiving in the 1940s 
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THANKSGIVING WORD SEARCH 

NOVEMBER   TURKEY   STUFFING    DINNER   FEAST    THANKFUL 

HAM      PUMPKINPIE  CRANBERRIES  FAMILY    PARADE   MAYFLOWER 

POTATOES   PECANPIE   PILGRIMS    CORN    FOOTBALL  CORN 
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Above Left to Right: Residents Pennie B., Lorraine R., Life                    
Enrichment Aide Amber, resident Judy C. and below, residents Janice 
and Jim H. enjoying something delicious at Helene’s Orchard. Right: 
Chaplain S. Rose and resident Darlene K. taking in the fall colors.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKn5aZlLHKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcap-tured-moments.tumblr.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEe3EKWqf1-KWf4GcS0ufXZO2RAHg&ust=1453130756224
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Top Left: Resident Barb P. with pet therapy dog Rizzo & pet  
owner Sharon. Top Right: Pet owner Eileen & pet therapy dog Maggie 
with resident Lillian M. Bottom Left: Residents Mabelle O., and Norm 
T. enjoying Tuesday morning waffles! Bottom Right: Resident Maxine 
M. with pet owner Rose & pet therapy dog Legend. Thank YOU                
Alliance of Therapy Dogs for sharing your time and pets with all of us 
at Bell Tower. We are so very blessed and thankful for all the visits. 
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Angela Andreska 

Anonymous 

Margaret Baptiste 

Joan Bloechl 

Jay Ellen Brown 

Karen Carlson 

Cheryl Cherek 

Pat Cormack - Holy Cross Sisters  
             - USA Province 

Jack & Dee Crowley 

Joseph & Jean Folta 

Vince Geisler 

Chris & Kathy Graham 

Virginia Grasso 

Bob Gutknecht 

Mary Kramer 

Virginia Lowe 

Pat & Larry Peeters 

S. Mary Anne Rose 

Bruce & Judy Schield 

Martin & Jill Schmunk 

 

 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY DONORS  July 2019 - September 2019  
Brian Sladek 

Oehme Soule 

Ken Sutton 

United Health Foundation/United Health Group 

Breigh Voight 

Eileen Wadzinski 
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Veterans of Bell Tower Residence  
By Ashley Hilgendorf, Life Enrichment Coordinator  

Bell Tower Residence is called home for 17 veterans. Our veterans here have served in many                        
different countries and branches of the military. Consisting of Army, Navy, Air Force, National Guard, 
Marines and Women Accepted For Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES). The veterans whom we 
have here will tell you a plethora of stories from their experiences during the war. Veterans Day is a                       
well-known American holiday. There are a few misconceptions about it though, like how it is spelled and 
who exactly it celebrates.  

Veterans Day is NOT spelled with an apostrophe. The holiday does not belong to one or multiple           
veterans, which is what an apostrophe would imply. Veterans Day is a day for honoring all veterans.  

Veterans Day is NOT the same as Memorial Day. Memorial Day is a day to honor those who gave their 
lives for our country, particularly during battle or suffered from injuries and wounds in battle. Veterans 
Day is honoring all of those who have served the country in war or peace, deceased or alive. Although, 
it’s largely intended to thank living veterans for their sacrifices.  

Veterans Day had originally been named Armistice Day, commemorating the end of World War I. World 
War I ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed in June of 1919. The fighting however ended 
about 7 months prior when the Allies and Germany put into effect an armistice on the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day on the eleventh month. With all of that in mind, November 11 was largely considered 
the end of the war to end all wars.  

Year after year our veterans at Bell Tower Residence will pledge allegiance to the flag during a short TV 
commercial celebrating the Fourth of July, will be thanked for their service when out in the community on 
bus outings and proudly wear their baseball caps stating which branch of service they served in. Be sure 
and thank a veteran this Veterans Day!  

Bell Tower Veterans pictured left to right front row: Cub F., Jerry W., Ken O. (deceased) Donald B., Gerald O.,                     

Cliff M., John S., Mike S., John C. and Leroy O. Pictured left to right back row: Eve B., Dick B., Bud H. and Berm S.  
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Ruth Schneider passed away on Wednesday,                     
September 25, 2019 with family at her side. Ruth had 
been a resident since November of 2014. Ruth was born                                  
on June 3 in the Township of Texas, Marathon County. 
She married George Schneider, Jr. in 1948. He sadly 
passed in 2001. Ruth had been employed at Weinbrenner 
Shoe Company in Merrill. She was also proud to be a ‘farm wife’. Ruth enjoyed gardening, hunting,                     
fishing and camping and her family and neighbors. She was an active member of St. John Lutheran 
Church in Merrill, the Ladies Aid of the church, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and the 
Christian Women’s Club. She was also a former member of the ‘Neighborhood Sewing Club’. She is 
lovingly survived by her daughter Diane, son-in-law David, three grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. Funeral Services were held on September 30, 2019 at St. John Lutheran Church, 
Merrill. We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the friends and family of Ruth Schneider. 

Florence Rehwinkel passed away on Thursday, October 10, 
2019. Florence had been a resident since August of 2013.              
She was born on December 18 in the Town of Hamburg.                      
Marathon County. She married Raymond Rehwinkel in 1943. 
He preceded her in death in 1988. Florence worked at Fromm 
Brothers when she was younger. After marrying Raymond,  
she worked on their farm until 1988 along with working at the 
Merrill View Motel for over 30 years. She was a member of 
Trinity Lutheran Church where she was an active member with 
the Ladies Aid and choir. Florence was a member of the             
Corning Homemakers Club. She was a happy homemaker and 
will be dearly missed by all who knew her.  She is lovingly                
survived by her children; Peter and Diann, son-in law Jim, five 

grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild. Funeral Services were held 
on October 17, 2019 at Trinity Lutheran Church in the town of Berlin. We extend our heartfelt 
prayers and support to the friends and family of Florence Rehwinkel. 
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29th Annual Craft Fair                    

      Saturday, November 9                                  
9am - 3pm                                         

                                                                       
Luminaria and Santa Photos                                                                               

               Saturday, December 7                                                
6pm - 8pm 
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A Non-Profit WISH Community 
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