
A Newsletter to Celebrate the Spirit of the 

Residents, Family and Staff of Bell Tower Residence AUGUST 2020 

August - a month of remaining              
summer days to enjoy before the 
crisp air of autumn blows in. A month 
to enjoy the warmth of the outdoors, 
and a month to regain our focus. 

There is a quote that I find inspiring 
“The pessimist complains about 
the wind - the optimist expects it to 
change - the realist adjusts the 
sails.” (William Arthur Ward)  

We have had some strong “winds” 
blowing these past months. It does 
no good to complain and while we may look forward to 
things being back to “normal” in reality we need to             

adjust our sails. We need to reset our focus. 

Bell Tower Residence continues to cling to all of its values as we follow our               
mission to provide quality healthcare, housing and other services to enhance the 
lives of those we serve. As we live our mission we reset our sails. We continue to 
seek ways to provide activities, connect residents to their loved ones and meet 
their spiritual needs. We’ve reset our sails to do these things safely to protect our 
residents and our staff. 

We are excited to be able to offer outpatient physical therapy here on site now 
through Progressive Beginnings. This means our residents are able to receive 
physical therapy from on-site providers without having to leave their home. We’ve 
reset our sails. 

Our commitment to who we care for and what we do remains unchanged. We are 
passionate about caring for and enhancing the lives of our residents. Our staff is 
second to none when it comes to treating our residents like “family” and they              
especially have learned to reset the sails as they take on the challenge of caring 
for others in 2020. 

Bell Tower Residence is honored to be part of the Merrill community. We are on 
this journey together - let’s reset the sails and keep moving               
forward. 

                                                                                                              

Kris  

Bell Tower Administrator 

  Kris McGarigle      

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community  
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August 8      Berm Stiver    

August 11         Gladys Case 

August 12     Mary Ann Borchardt 

August 12     S. Dolores Wagner 

August 17     Mary Kramer 

August 21     LaVine Woller 

August 23     Mark Weix 

August 26         Rose Platta 

August 27     John Mootz 

 

Darlene Kasper   4 years 

Mary Jo Sazama   2 years 

Tom Sazama     1 year 

Lorraine Raddatz      1 year

 August 1     Marlys Hoy 

 August 10     Sherry Cochran 

 August 11         Anna Wright 

 August 16     Jennifer Schowalter 

 August 18        Terrie Schneider 

 August 28      Kristin Vahl 

 

 George Marriott   3 years 



the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 
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Danielle Duginski is a returning Certified Nurse Assistant. Danielle has one kitty named 
Lilly and enjoys running, yoga, shopping, meeting new people and trying new things.  

Jamie Locklear is a Certified Nurse Assistant. She has a son and daughter. Jamie enjoys 
spending time with her family, going to church and going to the beach. 

Ian Lunders is a Dietary Aide. He has lived in Merrill for the 11 years. Ian has two dogs and 
one cat and enjoys videography and photography. He volunteers at Rich’s Amazin Blazin BBQ.   

Aleysa Wardall is a Certified Nurse Assistant. Merrill has been her home for the past 15 
years. Aleysa enjoys writing, knitting and playing with her two German Shepherds.   

Danielle Duginski                    Jamie Locklear                             Ian Lunders                            Aleysa Wardall 

Bell Tower Is Selling ¼ Zip Pullovers, Hoodies & Full-Zip Hoodies! 
Please contact Ashley Hilgendorf with size, color                                                                            
and which sweatshirt preference you would like. 

*¼ Zip Pullovers come in unisex sizes XS-4XL. Colors include dark heather gray, athletic 
heather, charcoal, jet black, true royal, team navy and bright red. 

*Hoodies come in unisex sizes S-3XL. Colors include maroon, classic navy, royal heather, 
neon pink, black, charcoal and army heather. 

* Full-Zip Hoodies come in unisex sizes S-3XL. Colors include black, athletic heather and 
admiral blue. This hoodie is very light material. 

Prices are determined by amount ordered. Estimated price ranges between $17.75-$19.95. 

Taking orders now through August 14!  
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Mary Summers 
was born on June 
13, 1929. Mary has 
three daughters, 
one son, nine 
grandchildren and 
eleven great-
grandchildren. 

Mary worked as a 
nurse’s aide, office 
worker and was a 
wonderful maker.   

Mary is most proud of her family and all the 
dear memories that were made and all of 
the fun they had making them. She loves 
gardening, baking, canning, sewing, word 
puzzles, knitting, card games, puzzles, 
camping, snowmobiling and playing the   
piano.  

She is a member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church and their Quilting club. She would 
like to be called Mary during her stay at 
Bell Tower.  

Thank you for choosing Bell Tower as your 
new home! We’re happy you’re here! 

Kathy Lindquist   
was born on                 
November 13, 1943. 
She has three step-
children with                       
husband, Tom.  

Kathy has worked as 
a Legal secretary. 
Kathy and Tom had 
owned a business for 
10 years and traveled 
a lot during this time. 

She also worked at the phone company as 
a repair dispatcher.  

Kathy is most proud of her good marriage, 
loving family and the good life she’s had. 
She absolutely loves puzzles! Crosswords, 
jigsaw, any puzzle, she loves them all! She 
also enjoys reading.  

She is Catholic and would like to be called 
Kathy during her stay at Bell Tower. She is 
very excited to be with husband, Tom 
again.                                                                      

Thank you for choosing Bell Tower as your 
new home! We’re happy you’re here! 
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Allen Olkives                
was born on                        
December 3, 1934 in 
Gleason. He’s spent 
most of his life all over 
the world, but mostly 
Wisconsin. Allen              
married Shirley seven 
years ago and they 
have a blended family.  

 Allen has three sons 
and they live in Osseo, MN, Maple Grove, 
MN and Wheeling, ILL and he has seven 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  

Allen was a military man, bus mechanic 
and had a small engine repair business. 
He was in US Air Force from 1954-1974. 
He was stationed in Africa, FL, Mass,          
Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand, WI, ILL, 
and SC. He was honored and also proudly 
belonged to the VFW and the American                     
Legion. 

He now enjoys bingo, fishing and watching 
football and baseball on TV. Thank you for 
choosing Bell Tower as your new home! 
We’re happy you’re here! 

Patricia      
Renzelmann 
was born on 
February 4, 
1931 in Oak 
Grove Town-
ship, Barron 
County,              
Wisconsin.  
Pat has spent 
most of her life 
in Rice Lake,                  

Minneapolis and Wausau. She has 
one son, Chris, and three grand-
children. They all live in Merrill.  

Pat worked as a school teacher,              
Insurance Agency Assistant and was 
a wonderful homemaker. Some of her 
leisure interests in the past were             
outdoor work and flowers. Pat enjoys 
reading now. The greatest joy in her 
life is her family, brothers and sister. 

She is catholic and would like to be 
called Pat during her stay at Bell  
Tower. Thank you for choosing Bell 
Tower as your new home! We’re                     
happy you’re here! 
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Lillian J. 

Ruth R. 

Janet B. 

Life Enrichment Aide Emily                                                     

& Regina B.  

Estelle K. celebrating 
her birthday! FUN! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKn5aZlLHKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcap-tured-moments.tumblr.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEe3EKWqf1-KWf4GcS0ufXZO2RAHg&ust=1453130756224
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Gloria S. & John S. 

Kathy & Tom L. 

Mary Jo & Tom S. 

Pat R. 

Mary K. Pennie B. 

Janice H. 
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John Mootz              
was born on              
August 27, 1921 in 
Merrill. John has 
spent most of his 
life in Schofield, 
Wisconsin.  

John and Lillian 
have one son and 
two daughters. 
They enjoy seven 
grandchildren. 

Many greats and great-greats and one 
grand-dog.   

John worked at James River. He served in 
the Army under General George Patton in 
the Battle of the Bulge in Germany. He 
served from 1941 to 1944 and was very 
honored and very proud to be able to go 
on the Honor Flight. 

John enjoys other people and he likes to 
play sheepshead and card games.  

The greatest joy in his life is his family. 
John is Lutheran and would like to be 
called either Jake or John during his stay 
at Bell Tower.  

Lillian Mootz                
was born on July 20, 
1923 in the Town of 
Maine. Lillian has 
spent most of her life 
in Schofield.  

Lillian and John have 
one son and two 
daughters. They     
enjoy seven grand-
children. Many greats 
and great-greats and 

one grand-dog.   

Lillian was a wonderful homemaker and 
was the best baker of homemade breads 
and desserts! She loved to cook and loved 
being at the cottage. She also enjoyed 
snowmobiling and reading. Now, she              
enjoys some nice conversation and 
sheepshead. 

The greatest joy in her life is her family. 
Lillian is Lutheran and would like to be 
called either Lil or Lillian during her stay at 
Bell Tower. Thank you both for choosing 
Bell Tower as your new home! We’re           
happy you’re both here! 

               



 

Make The World A Better Place 
Be Kind to Humankind Week is a global celebration that takes place the last week in August and 
strives to promote kindness, happiness, helping to make the world a better place and enhance 
the quality of life for everyone who lives here.  

Day One: Show Them That You Care                                                                                                             
Day one is all about demonstrating compassion. Helping other people has been scientifically proven to 
do everything from increasing life span to boosting happiness and decreasing pain and there’s no time 
like now to show them that you care.  

Day Two: Drive Courteously                                                                                                                                   
During day two focuses on driving as courteously as possible. Let someone into your lane, pull over 
promptly for emergency vehicles, avoid tailgating and make plenty of room for cyclists and pedestrians.  

Day Three: Spread Kindness                                                                                                                      
Day three is dedicated to encouraging kindness and helping people understand that kindness doesn’t 
have to be huge or showy. It is easy to show random acts of kindness. 

Day Four: Offer a Helping Hand                                                                                                                     
There are many great ways to offer a helping hand and fantastic options include volunteering for a                   
community project, helping a sick relative clean or go shopping for someone in need.  

Day Five: Treat Others Well                                                                                                                                        
Being thoughtful and considerate is a powerful skill that has the potential to increase the quality of life 
for many people. On day five, simple actions like smiling at someone and simply remembering to say 
things like “please” and “thank you” go a long way. 

Day Six: Come Together                                                                                                                                             
Day six is all about letting go of grudges and starting fresh. Although forgiveness is often easier said than 
done, learning to forgive is an integral part of living a healthy, happy life. 

Day Seven: Say Something Nice                                                                                                                             
“Speak Kind Words Saturday” is intended to encourage kind thoughts, actions and words. The words   
we speak inform our thoughts and actions and it is amazingly important to ensure that we are speaking 
kindly to one another and ourselves.  

 

 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes 

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/12/28/health-benefits-of-helping-others_n_4427697.html
http://bk2hk.org/week/wednesday/
http://www.inc.com/jeff-haden/the-power-of-being-thoughtful-and-kind.html
http://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/forgiveness/art-20047692
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Gathering together to pray for family, friends, and each other is vital for one’s spiritual and                            

emotional support and wellbeing. Pastoral care has been offering opportunities for the residents 

to gather as a neighborhood each week during these COVID times.   

Chaplain Rose offers a Christian Prayer service taking prayers and readings from various                       

denominations for the previous Sunday to help residents stay connected with their church. The 

service is each day at 11:00am in the chapel. She has spaced out the places each person sits 6-10 

feet apart. The resident knows to sit where a butterfly is taped to the chair. Each day the                           

butterflies fly to the chairs of the neighborhood for the next day when she wipes down that chair.  

We do what we can do to keep our residents safe and put ourselves in the hands of God to do what 

is God’s. Our schedule runs like this: 

 

Monday         1 East 

Tuesday      2 East 

Wednesday     3rd floor 

Thursday       1 West 

Friday       2 West 

Sunday Life Stream Mass on 3rd Floor at 10:30 

In Holy Cross Chapel at 11:00  

1st   Sunday of month     1 East 

2nd  Sunday of month     2 East 

3rd  Sunday of month     1 West 

4th   Sunday of month     2 West 

Christian Prayer Services 



      
 

 

 

 

 
 

Maria Sosnovske died Sunday, June 21, 2020. Maria had been a 
resident at Bell Tower since May of 2015. 

 Maria was born on May 5, 1934 to the Heron and Regina 
(Selthofner) Pos in Cabuna, Croatia. Maria met Richard Sosnovske 
and the two exchanged marriage vows on March 27, 1954 in the town 
of Harrison. Sadly, he preceded her in death on July 25, 2002. They 
had daughter, Gwen and two sons, Rick and Jim.  

Maria was a dairy farmer for her entire life. She enjoyed running the 
family farm and working with her cows and chickens. She had a very 

strong work ethic. In her younger years, she worked as a cook at the Holy Cross Hospital in    
Merrill. Maria adored her grandkids and looked forward to the next family outing. Maria spent a lot 
of time in her flower and vegetable gardens at the farm-she was so proud of her beautiful flowers! 
Maria enjoyed visiting and playing cards with friends and neighbors. She liked to knit socks and 
mittens and would make meaningful gifts for family and friends. Maria was a loving and kind lady 
with a feisty spirit. She will be sadly missed, but lovingly remembered. 

A drive thru visitation for Maria was held on Friday, June 26, 2020 at Waid Funeral Home. A      
private family funeral service took place in the parking lot following the visitation. Bell Tower  
Chaplain S. Rose Heil officiated. We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the family and 
friends of Maria Sosnovske. 
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Forever In Our Hearts 

Thomas & Angela Andreska 

Sister Pat Cormack 

Jean Custy 

Deanna Dotter 

Guy & Mary Falbo 

Vincent Geisler 

Kathy Graham 

Holy Cross Sisters-USA Province 

Janice Hornung 

 

 

 

For our Donors! 
April 2020-June 2020 

The Florence Huss Memorial Fund                                                   

for Bell Tower Residents 

Russ & Carol Mancl 

Merrill Lions Club 

Esther Natzke 

Bryan & Laurie Stimers 

United Health Foundation/United Health Group 

Eileen Wadzinski 

Betty Weix 

Bill and Kathy Wulf 

 

 



 

 

1500 O’Day Street 

Merrill WI 54452 

www.belltowerresidence.org 
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