
The Wreath on the Door 
December is here and holiday                     
decorating has likely begun in 
many of your homes. Christmas 
trees, lights, various seasonal 
decorations and the wreath on 
the door. 

The custom of hanging a wreath 
on a door goes back hundreds, 
maybe thousands of years. In 
some ancient cultures, winter 

wreaths welcomed the winter solstice and return of the sun 
and longer days and the promise of the coming spring. In more recent years (the 
1600s) wreaths became symbolic of Christmas. Shaped as a circle and made from 
evergreens, they represented hope and eternal life. Wreaths reminded all that even 
as one year was ending, a new year awaited. A door closed and a new door opened. 

Today we hang wreaths not only to celebrate a holiday but to bid “welcome” to those 
who enter through those doors. When you enter Bell Tower Residence you have 
found a home. Perhaps you have had to “close the door” to your previous home.  

Yet like the wreath that hangs in winter we open our doors to you and say, 
“Welcome!” With warm smiles, good food and many ways to stay busy each day. The 
promise of hope awaits you at Bell Tower Residence. Open the door, step inside and 
find warmth and purpose.   

Whether it’s visible or not I like to think that at Bell Tower Residence our wreath is  
always on the door. Residents, visitors and staff are always welcome. We continue to 
look forward to better things and we continue to have hope. May you be blessed this 
Christmas season with the greatest gift and the greatest hope of all - our Savior who 
is Christ the Lord. 

Kris  
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Employee Anniversaries 

Melissa Kanitz     10 years 

May Damarlane    7 years 

Nelimi Jirschele    7 years 

Mikaela Meier     3 years 

Sara Weix           3 years 

Janie Allen      2 years 

John Bourke     2 years 

Morgan Wolfram   2 years 

Leigha Turner     1 year 

Employee Birthdays 

December 6     Logan Humphrey  

December 6     Jennifer Robinson 

December 12     Betty Reinke 

December 15     May Damarlane 

December 15     Nicole Rodriguez 

December 15     Amanda Walters 

December 17     Bill Olson 

  

Big Welcome To                                   
Lois Jaeger &  

Carl Buettner 

 

Resident Anniversaries 

Norm Thurs      9 years 

Betty Hulke      3 years 

John Swan      3 years 

Mary Conley     1 year 

Betty Hanson     1 year 

Resident Birthdays 

December 10     Diana Waller 

December 10     Gerald Wick 

December 15     Janet Hagen 

December 18     Gloria Svetlik 

December 20     Harriet Torkelson 

December 21     Bud Hall 

December 21     Carol Hettinga 

December 31     Donald Buntrock 
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Angel Fremming is a Certified Nursing Assistant. Angel is happy to be here and 
looks forward to working with our residents. 

Hanna Fremming is a Certified Nursing Assistant. She has lived in Wausau her 
entire life. Hanna has been a CNA for 15 years and has her Bachelor’s degree in 
Healthcare Management.  

Keith Lunders is a Dietary Aide. He previously lived in Nashville for 20 years. 
Keith has a beautiful wife and son, two dogs and a cat. He enjoys riding his            
motorcycle.  

Jessica Kremsreiter is a Personal Care Worker. Jessica has lived in Merrill her 
entire life. She looks forward to working at Bell Tower. 

Jennifer Schowalter is a Certified Nursing Assistant. She has been in the 
healthcare field since 2004 and is happy to be here. Jennifer is a proud Aunt of  
two beautiful nieces. She has two dogs and volunteers for the Special Olympics.   

 Ariel Strasser is a Personal Care Worker. She just moved to Merrill two months 
ago. Ariel shares two dogs with her boyfriend. One beautiful dog is a Doberman/
Rottweiler mix and the other is a beautiful chocolate lab.  

 

Welcome To The Team 

     Angel Fremming          Hanna Fremming             Keith Lunders         Jessica Kremsreiter   Jennifer Schowalter          Ariel Strasser 
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Carl was born on March 9, 1926 in the family 
home in White Lake, Wisconsin. Carl had nine 
brothers and eight of them were in the military. 
Carl joined the military when he was 17 and  
was a cannon shooter and traveled through  
seven countries.  

Carl was an art teacher for the Mequon,                
Wisconsin School District for many years.       
He exercises and walks daily. Carl enjoys all                     
activities and crafts and would like to help            
instruct an art class of some kind. He is a very 
talented artist and would like to share his love  
of art with other residents. 

Carl is Lutheran and is looking forward to                
attending services, along with rosary and bible 
study classes. He has a warm smile and great 
sense of humor.  

Lois was born on November 29, 1928 in Merrill, 
Wisconsin. Lois married Norman R. 'Butch'   
Jaeger on January 26, 1949 at the former St. 
Luke’s Church in the Town of Pine River.  

They had one daughter and two sons. Lois 
loved farming with her husband and was a   
Certified Nursing Assistant at Pine Crest for 
many years. After retirement Lois and Norman 
enjoyed traveling. 

Lois likes cards, bingo, cribbage, visiting with 
friends and watching baseball and football. She 
used to belong to Ladies Aid and is a sister-in-
law to Dorothy Jaeger. She is also friends with 
Lorraine Muschinske, Lorraine Raddatz and 
LaVine Woller.  

Lois is Lutheran and is happy to be here. 

Carl  
Buettner 

Lois 
Jaeger 

“We’re so happy you’re here! Thank you for making Bell Tower your new home!” 



  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

 

 

 

We are looking for “Christmas 
Angels” to participate in our 
Christmas Eve Prayer Service 
which will be held on Tuesday, 
December 24 at 3pm. 

If you have a child or grand-
child between ages 5 -10 who 
would be interested in being 
our Christmas angels, please 
contact Chaplain Rose at       
715-937-3124 or Chaplain 
John at 715-581-2055.  

Please give us the name, age 
and height of the child. We 
have angel outfits. Angels 
have no words to say only                  
actions during part of the                   
program. 

 

As is the custom every 
year we remind residents 
and loved ones that fresh 
greens are a fire hazard 
and we ask that you do 
not decorate with any 

fresh greens. Thank you 
for keeping us safe! 
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Bottom Left: Resident 
Judy B. Above: Salon            
Stylist Jennifer. Bottom 
Right: Chaplain John 
with resident Pat R. BOO! 

Pet owner Eileen & pet therapy dog Maggie 

Resident Maxine 
M. with pet owner Rose & pet therapy dog Legend. Thank YOU                

Thank YOU Alliance of Therapy Dogs for sharing your time and pets with all of us at Bell Tower! 

Life Enrichment Aide Bill                                       
ready for some Halloween fun! 

Resident Carl K. Peace!  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKn5aZlLHKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcap-tured-moments.tumblr.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEe3EKWqf1-KWf4GcS0ufXZO2RAHg&ust=1453130756224
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Above: Residents enjoying 
entertainer Dan Gruetzmacher.                            
Thank you Dan! Left: Chaplain 
S. Rose dancing to the music 
with resident Halcy K. Below: 
When S. Rose isn’t dancing 
she’s in jail raising money for      
the MAC Home in Merrill.  

Above: Resident Betty H. enjoying breakfast   
at McDonalds. Below: Residents Penny B. and 
Ann R. enjoying lunch at Culvers. Bottom Left: 
The Church Mutual singers entertain residents 
and staff with beautiful songs. Thank you for 
coming!  



A Newsletter to Celebrate the Spirit of the Residents, Family and Staff of Bell Tower Residence 

 

 
Most Popular                                  

Christmas Songs                   
Were from the 1940s and 1950s 

The most popular song of all is1934’s “Santa Claus Is Coming to 
Town” is tied with “Winter Wonderland” for the list’s oldest. The 
year 1958 saw three new standards emerge, the most 
iconic holiday songs to debut in any one year. “Jingle Bell Rock,” 
“Little Drummer Boy” and “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree.”  

World War II and the immediate post-war years represented 
something of a golden age for Christmas music with the 1940s            
and 1950s accounting for nearly two thirds of most popular songs.  

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, Bing Crosby’s 
1942 version of the song “White Christmas” (written by Irving Berlin) 

is the best-selling single in history. In fact, the single made its way onto the Armed Forces Radio 
playlist which made it a sentimental favorite of GIs stationed abroad and cemented its place in history. 
Here’s ASCAP’s complete list. What’s your favorite? 

1. “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town” (1934) 

2. “The Christmas Song” (1946) 

3. “White Christmas” (1941) 

4. “Winter Wonderland” (1934) 

5.  “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” (1944) 

6. “Sleigh Ride” (1948) 

7. “Jingle Bell Rock” (1958) 

8. “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” (1949) 

9. “Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!” (1945) 

10. “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” (1943) 

11. “Little Drummer Boy” (1958) 

12. “Silver Bells” (1950) 

13. “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” (1958) 

14. “Frosty the Snowman” (1950) 

15. “Blue Christmas” (1949) 
 

16. “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” (1963) 

17. “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas” (1951) 

18. “Here Comes Santa Claus” (1947) 

19. “Do You Hear What I Hear?” (1962) 

20. “Carol of the Bells” (1936) 

21. “Feliz Navidad” (1970) 

22. “Have a Holly Jolly Christmas” (1964) 

23. “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” (1952) 

24. “Last Christmas” (1984) 

25. “Home for the Holidays” (1954) 

26. “Wonderful Christmastime” (1979) 

27. “Happy Holidays” (from Holiday Inn) (1942) 

28. “All I Want for Christmas Is You” (1994) 

29. “Santa Baby” (1953) 

30. “This Christmas” (1970) 

https://www.npr.org/2000/12/25/1116021/white-christmas
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BELLS    RUDOLPH  ELVES   JOY 

CANDLES   SANTA   FROSTY   MERRY  

CANDY CANE  SEASON   GIFT    MISTLETOE 

CARDS    SLEIGH   GIVING   NOEL 

CELEBRATE  STOCKING  GREETINGS NORTH POLE 

CHIMNEY   TREE    HOLIDAY  REINDEER 

CHRISTMAS  WREATH  JOLLY 
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Christmas Carols, Baking, Decorating Around Bell Tower 
By Ashley Hilgendorf, Life Enrichment Coordinator  

 

 December is a busy, fun filled month around Bell Tower! The first week of December the residents 
with activity staff will be decorating the neighborhoods with Christmas trees and all the trimmings. We 
also have planned to decorate the large Assisi Hall tree and to fill milk jugs with sand and candles just in 
time for the annual Luminaria! We would very much appreciate any and all help with these upcoming 
events.  

 We have over seven different groups of entertain-
ment coming in December. Playing all of our favorite 
Christmas songs to sing-a-long to. After all, Christmas 
music only happens once a year and for just a short 
time. Church Mutual Singers and Merrill High School 
Treble Choir are just to name a few of the various acts 
on their merry way! 

 The third week of December,             
a resident who had a passion for 
baking dozens upon dozens of 
Christmas cookies will be back in 

the kitchen once again baking those Christmas cookies. December 16-20, Ashley,   
Life Enrichment Coordinator and resident Clifford will be baking a different               
Christmas cookie each day that week in the neighborhood kitchen where Clifford 
lives. Clifford has picked out five of his cookie recipes and is excited for this               
upcoming opportunity. The cookies will be taste tested, of course throughout Bell 
Tower.  I can smell the deliciousness already!   

 Christmas crafts the residents will get the           
opportunity to make include, a melted snowman 
tea light ornament and a candy cane wreath.                 
Super cute and fairly easy, can’t miss this activity!  

 Hopefully everyone will have a merry and   

magical holiday season!  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Activities to all of you! 
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Jim Geiss passed away on Thursday, November 7, 2019 with his loving wife 
Lois by his side. Jim had been a resident since July of 2017. Jim was born on                 
August 20, 1932 in Merrill. He attended and graduated from Merrill High School 
before enlisting in the military, proudly serving his country in the U.S. Army and 
was a Korean War Veteran. Jim met the love of his life, Lois Londo and the two  
exchanged marriage vows on June 29, 1957 in Merrill. They had one son, Peter 
and one daughter, Michele. Jim was employed by ROW Windows and went on to 
work for Catholic Financial Insurance Company as a sales agent for many years. 
Jim enjoyed trout fishing. He was a true outdoorsman. He looked forward to deer 

and grouse hunting every year. Jim also had a passion for working in his vegetable gardens. The 
family enjoyed going to their cabin in Langlade County and had many happy times. He was a  
member of the Knights of Columbus as a 4th degree knight and was a lifelong member at St.          
Francis Catholic Xavier Church. A memorial service was held on Saturday, November at Waid                    
Funeral Home in Merrill. We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the friends and family of 
Jim Geiss. 

Ida Shimel  passed away on Thursday, November 7, 2019. Ida had been a                
resident since July of 2019. Ida was born on June 24, 1931 in the Town of Berlin.  
On June 18, 1952 Ida married Elvin Lee Shimel at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the Town of Berlin where she remained a member. The two went on 
to celebrate 58 wonderful years of marriage before Lee passed in 2010. Ida 
worked for Fromm Brothers, Hansen Glove and Lincoln Textiles before she                  
started farming full-time with her husband until her retirement in 1993. Ida and 
Lee took great pride in their herd of Guernsey cattle and were members of the             

Wisconsin Guernsey Breeders Association. Ida and Lee enjoyed bowling together and bowled on a 
league for many years. Ida loved to crochet afghans and doilies and do cross stitch. She also loved 
to bake bread and cinnamon rolls. Ida enjoyed traveling in North Central Wisconsin, South Dakota, 
Holland, Michigan for the Tulip Festival and Disney World.  Most of all, Ida was fortunate to be 
able to spend time and truly get to know her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She is                
lovingly survived by her daughter Patty, four grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.                        
Funeral Services were held on November 14, 2019 at Waid Funeral Home in Merrill. We extend our 
heartfelt prayers and support to the friends and family of Ida Shimel.  
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