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There's a noticeable change at Bell Tower Residence over the past month and it’s a 

good change. Summer is in the air! A cool start to the summer season, a great deal of rain and I 
think we wondered if summer would ever arrive! Now, the flowers are blooming, the scent of 
fresh cut grass is in the air and we are gearing up for our patio picnics and summer outings. What  
a welcome change of season! 

Our lives have seasons too. While we don’t always acknowledge those changes it has long been on 
my heart to write about the seasons of life and why what we do at Bell  Tower Residence is so               
important. The joy of being part of Bell Tower Residence is that we get to know each other. Our 
staff get to know our residents and become fond of them, sometimes seeing the residents more 
than they see their families. Residents form friendships with staff and other residents. We become 
part of each others’ lives. We are here to journey together. 

Just because years go by doesn’t mean that we can’t have fun! Bell Tower Residence is here for 
our residents, to serve them in every “season.” I love to see the new activities that are popping up 
- residents planting gardens, new groups playing cards, new outings on the bus and many exercise 
classes. The sound from musicians who come in to play for us drifts throughout the building. While 
I can only imagine the emotions that come with moving out of one’s home into assisted living, Bell 
Tower Residence is here to make sure that our residents continue to have purpose and enjoy the 
company of others. When the seasons change and our residents need more physical, mental or 
spiritual support - our caregivers, nurses and chaplains along with our entire team are there to                 
provide care with compassion, respect and excellence.  

Bell Tower Residence is so much more than just “assisted living.” We are 
home. We are family. We are here for our residents, their families and our 
community and we will walk together through every season of life. 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community  
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 Resident Birthdays 
 July 1        Estelle Klemp  

 July 15      Sophie Braun  

 July 18       Charlotte Strehlow 

    July 29       Lillian McGurn 

 

     Employee Birthdays 
 July 4       Cheryl Cherek 

 July 7       Amanda Becker 

 July 8       Connie Eckert 

 July 12      Katlyn Teeples 

 July 13      Margaret Bong  

 July 14      Dayna Barna 

 July 14      Leigha Turner 

 July 15      Peggy Fruend 

 July 15      Melissa Fisher 

 July 18      Tina Diel 

 July 22      Judy Germain 

 July 25      Marsha Bink 

 July 29      Sandra Jurasko 

 July 30      Jamie Kolpack 

 Resident Anniversaries 
 Nat Tank       8 years 

 Ann Ravn      3 years 

 Jim Geiss      2 years 

 Laura Oehme     2 years 

 

 Employee Anniversaries 

 Nicole Gruett     24 years 

  Dan Hinz       19 years 

 Amber Schroepfer   14 years 

  Abby Smith     14 years 

 Jennifer Nacker    9 years 

 Jane Shidell     5 years 

 Margaret Bong    4 years 

  Cheryl Cherek    4 years 

  Melissa Fisher    4 years 

 Maggen Heinzen   2 years 

 Roxanne Hetfeld   2 years 

 Stephanie Williams  2 years 

 Amanda Becker    1 year 

 Jessica Heller    1 year 

 

 

Big Welcome To  

MARGIE IMHOFF 



the physical, mental and 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Rocio Espinoza Morales is a Certified Nursing Assistant. She lived in Mexico City for 26 
years before moving to Wisconsin. She has five children and loves to cook and dance. 

Jamie Kolpack is a Personal Care Worker. She has lived in Wisconsin her entire life. Jamie 
has four great kids and has been married for 13 years. She enjoys camping and the family farm. 
They have many different animals.  

Kaysi Lokemoen is a Housekeeper. For the past 19 years she lived in Irma. Kaysi loves to 
make art, music and read. She has a Golden Retriever named “Symba”.  

Katelyn Nelson is a Certified Nursing Assistant. She has lived in Merrill for the past 20 
years. She previously worked at Pine Crest and is happy to be here. Katelyn enjoys tennis, art, 
music and learning new things. She belongs to the Natural Resources Club.  

Lily Reimann is a Certified Nursing Assistant. She has lived in Wisconsin her entire life. Lily 
is a pre-med student at UW-Madison and has 
two brothers and four sisters. She has a dog 
named Willie. Lily enjoys spending time                
outside and with friends She volunteers as a 
soccer coach during the summer.  

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

     Rocio Espinoza Morales         Jamie Kolpack              Kaysi Lokemoen                Katelyn Nelson                    Lily Reimann              

Welcome 
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By Deb Steinfest, Director of Sales & Marketing 

The  Benefits Of Planting Flowers                                                  

Visual Appeal  Planting flowers in shared spaces makes Bell Tower more attractive and gives us a 

sense of pride and care.  

Enhanced Mood  According to a study completed at Washington State University plants such as 

trees or flowers have a positive impact on people and increase a person's overall feeling of well-being.  

Good Exercise  The American Association of Retired Persons says gardening is an effective workout 

that uses many different muscle groups while increasing flexibility.  

Cleaner Air  Planting flowers has environmental benefits and helps remove pollutants from the air. 



 

 

 

 

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

               Jim Geiss  Army                  Cliff Maluegge  Army              Gerald O’Connor  Army                   Leroy Ott  Army                 Carl Kellar  Marines                

  Dick Bjorklund  Army-   Eve Bjorklund  WAVES    Ken Oelkers  Air Force  Don Buntrock Air Force-         John Case  Army                Cub Fisher  Army       
                Air Force                                Natl. Guard  

             Bud Hall  Navy             Mike Springer  Navy             Berm Stiver  Navy        Jerry Wick  Navy      Roger Ollhoff Natl. Guard     John Swan  Natl.Guard       
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BTR VETERANS-Left to Right: Cub F., Jerry W., Ken O., Don B., Gerald O., Cliff M.,                   
Bud H., John S., Mike S., John C. and Leroy O. Standing: Ev & Dick B. and Berm S.  

Residents Sophie B. and Karen K. playing Kings In The Corner Lorraine M. and Amber strength training 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKn5aZlLHKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcap-tured-moments.tumblr.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEe3EKWqf1-KWf4GcS0ufXZO2RAHg&ust=1453130756224
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Chaplain John & Life Enrichment  

Aide Amber serving up                                 
Happy Hour to Ann & Jerry W. 

BTR Bingo Caller 

Life Enrichment  

Aide Amber :) 

Left to Right: S. Loretta, Sherri, S. Rita, S. 
Marci and S. Mary Angela playing BINGO! 

Above: Beautiful Resident Ruth R. 

Above: Judy C., with Pet Therapy                       

friend Rizzo and owner Sharon:) 

Tables full of Bell Tower residents playing some serious cards:) 
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  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes 

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

 

To register for the picnic please call our receptionist at 715-536-5575 by August 7. 

RESIDENT - FAMILY PICNIC 

Meal at noon with petting zoo at 1:00pm until 2:00pm. Children 

and grandchildren of  residents and staff  are invited to attend 

and enjoy Kraft’s Kuddly Kritters traveling petting zoo.                 

Kraft’s Kuddly Kritters are from Athens and includes rabbits,              

kittens, sheep, goats, chickens, geese, ducks, turkey,                            

miniature cow and much more!                                                                                            

Groups larger than six accommodated upon availability.  

Sunday, August 18     
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By Ashley Hilgendorf, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

 

 July is typically a hot weather month and a popular 
month for vacationing. What are some of your summer 
travel memories you have with your family? Going to 
the lake? Family reunion barbeques? Running through 
the sprinkler? I can remember doing all of these and 

more fun summer activities.  

 Travel comes at a cost. Depending on the size of your family too, it can be a pretty penny to plan a 
get away from home. Try planning your vacation around a deal, if at all possible. This might sound              
crazy, but planning your trip backwards can also be a unique saving tool. Instead of choosing a                 
destination and finding the cheapest way to get there, find a good price on any type of trip and plan   
your vacation around that. Some destinations can be cheaper from year to year as well. It pays to be 
flexible with your destination and what type of hotel/property you end up staying at.  

 If traveling in a car isn’t feasible for your summer vacation then most likely you’ll be flying in an               
airplane. The cheapest days to fly are on Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s. If you can plan it accordingly 
with your schedule it pays to be flexible with your travel dates. Most importantly if you can avoid travel 
itineraries with Saturday to Saturday or Sunday to Sunday, you’re golden.  

 Choose a destination with free entertainment. Vacations will almost always be cheaper if the                
destination offers some entertainment value on its own. With your typical beach vacation kids can stay 
fairly busy playing in the sand and swimming. If you vacation in the mountains you can keep the family 
busy by hiking and exploring the great outdoors. If you choose a vibrant cultural city such as New York 
or New Orleans you’ll find music throughout the streets, museums and historic sites that are free of 
charge.   

 Stay off the beaten path and avoid touristy restaurants. Choose lodging and eateries off the main 
drag of your destination. Most of the time while on vacation you’ll want to “eat like and where the locals 
do.” The food will ultimately taste better and be more authentic. To find out where the locals dine check 
online forums for reviews or simply just ask the locals around you what’s good to eat in town.  

 There are plenty of ways to save money when it comes to summer travel. If you’re willing to consider 
some alternative options for your plans be on the lookout for the best deals and be flexible with your  
vacation schedule you’ll be paying a whole lot less for your summer vacation this year.  

 

“When all else fails, take a vacation” Betty Williams 



      
 

 

 

 

 
 

Beverly Gutknecht passed peacefully on Friday June 21, 2019 at Bell Tower 
Residence. She had been a resident at Bell Tower since July of 2016. Bev 
was born May 30, 1925 in Shawano, Wisconsin.   

After attending Shawano High School, Beverly enlisted in the 
U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps to help alleviate the nursing shortage 

        during World War II. She graduated in 1947 from Mercy                                   
       Hospital School of Nursing in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Her        
        career as a Registered Nurse spanned over 47 years, but at  
      least 80 if you’d ask her.  

 

On September 22, 1951 Beverly married Harold Gutknecht in Shawano. In her younger years, 
Beverly enjoyed traveling, camping and volunteering. One of Bev’s favorite hobbies was                      
investing and making money. She was happiest when she was spending time with her children 
and grandchildren. It brought Beverly great joy knowing that her daughter and granddaughter 
had gone on to follow in her footsteps and become nurses as well.  

Until Beverly’s final days she continued to make sure those around her were comfortable and 
taken care of. She always went out of her way to ask, “Have you eaten yet?” or “Do you need 
any money?” When going to grandma’s house no one ever doubted that a box of ice cream was 
in the freezer and chocolates were in the candy jar.  

Spirituality and prayer had forever been a large part of Bev’s life and who she was. She spent 
much of her time at Bell Tower in the chapel going to as many masses as she could. Beverly 
took immense pride in her close relationship “with the man upstairs” and could never say     
goodbye without saying “I’ll pray for you”. Her contagious smile and twinkling green eyes will be 
missed so very much.  

The family of Bev Gutknecht would like to thank the sisters and staff at Bell Tower in Merrill for 
the wonderful care and support they’ve provided over the past three years. A gathering of           
memories will be taking place in the Bell Tower Residence Hall lobby between 10am and 11am 
on July 8

th
, 2019. A celebration of life will follow at 11am at the Holy Cross Chapel in Bell Tower.  

 

 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

Forever In Our Hearts 



 

 

1500 O’Day Street 

Merrill WI 54452 

www.belltowerresidence.org 
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