
Of 
 all the months 

and seasons 

of the year   

October is my favorite. 

Put on a warm                 

sweater. Pour a cup of 

tea, and pull up a chair. 

Let’s sit in the autumn 

sun on this October      

afternoon as we take  

in the scents of the 

crisp air, the vibrant 

colors of the trees and the sounds of the cardinals and chickadees. Let’s watch the            

neighbors walk by-smiles on their faces as the breeze blows their hair, laughing as they 

walk, their pace a little quicker because the humidity of summer is gone.    

What are your favorite memories of October? Did you go on drives through the countryside 

to see the autumn leaves trying to catch the colors at their peak? Did you spend one last 

weekend in the cabin “up north” before closing it down? Were you a hunter looking forward 

to cool days and even a bit of snow to track the animals? What memories do you have of 

Halloween-with princesses, cowboys and ghosts ringing your doorbell with paper bags held 

out for treats? 

We are also creating new memories at Bell Tower Residence as we enjoy our new Trishaw 

and Cycling Without Age. I am so excited to see so many residents enjoying the Trishaw 

rides. What a wonderful chance to enjoy the scenery, to see gardens and wave at neigh-

bors! I think the Trishaw has been a breath of fresh air for many of us. Such a wonderful            

opportunity for our residents to get out into the community. We will have a ribbon-cutting  

ceremony on October 17 at 2pm for the Trishaw to officially “welcome” it to our building. We 

thank our major sponsors, Church Mutual (CM Cares) and the Merrill Knights of Columbus 

along with everyone who supported our St. Patrick’s FUNdraiser and many community      

donors as well. Just look at what you helped accomplish!!! We hope many of you will join us 

for the ribbon cutting. We will be holding classes next spring for those 

who would like to volunteer to drive (pilot) the Trishaw. Let’s make the 

most of October 2019! Take in the sights and sounds, breathe the fresh 

air and give thanks. Have a wonderful month!                                               

Kris 
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Resident Birthdays 

 October 16        Judy Buntrock  

 October 16        Mary Sazama  

 October 17        Mary Urban 

 October 18        Judy Chartier 

 October 20    Jim Hornung 

 October 21        Lillian Janzam 

 October 27    Karen Krueger 

 October 27    Mike Springer 

Resident Anniversaries      
Cliff Maluegge   2 years 

Noel Pregont    2 years 

Sophie Braun   1 year 

Maxine Meyer   1 year 

Lucille Perrodin   1 year 

Dorothy Schroeder 1 year  

Employee Birthdays 
 October 3     Deb Steinfest  

 October 5     Annette Mills 

 October 5     Ashley Schilling 

 October 5     Mary Wilson 

 October 11    Kris  McGarigle 

 October 24    George Marriott 

 October 28     Donna Meier 

Employee Anniversaries 
 Brianna Stephan  4 years 

 Ashley Lemke   2 years 

 Tom Poncek    1 year 

 April Scheu    1 year     

Resident families are reminded to 
make a reservation if they are                

planning to join us for our                   
Thanksgiving meal in Assisi Hall. 

Please call our receptionist at                
715-536-5575 by November 13th. 

 

Big Welcome                  
To Wanda Meyer                   

And Mary Urban 



            Marlys Hoy             Ethan Lehman       Jourdyn Lemke            Jane Shidell            

Lynn Erickson                    

Melissa Kanitz                               

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

    Bailey Lubbert        Linda Pautz            Mary Wilson       Shayne Winter                   

Celebrating 

Bailey Lubbert is a Personal Care Worker. She just moved to Merrill from                                                       

Minnesota. Bailey enjoys reading, movies, fishing, working, farming and traveling. 

Linda Pautz is a CNA. She has lived in Irma for the past 12 years and has two                                      

children and three grand-children. Linda enjoys gardening, knitting, quilting and Shih Tzu, Mutley.  

Mary Wilson is a CNA. She has four brothers and three cats named Pins, Needles and L.B.  

Mary loves to read, sing in church choir and is also a church liturgist. 

Shayne Winter is a Receptionist. She is married and has one son. Shayne is happy to be here.  

Celebrating 
Celebrating 
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The Haunted Mansion 
and Pines 
Merrill 

 

T 
rees typically heighten and enhance their 
surroundings, and if their surroundings  
are sinister, they tend to take on a 
mysterious, spooky quality themselves. 

Such, at least, seems to be the case with the 
foreboding white pine by the front porch of the 
Scott mansion in Merrill, in Lincoln County, as 
well as the dark, thickly spaced pines planted 
around it.  

 The land the “Haunted House” now occupies 
once belonged to Native Americans. An early name 
for the area was Jenny Bull Falls, or, later, Jenny, 
after a beautiful maiden. It seems that well over a 
hundred years ago, when white lumbermen came 
north along the river, they were welcomed by a 
stately chief of the French-named Squiteo-eau-Sippi 
tribe. The beauty of Jenny, the chief’s daughter, 
charmed the men. One version of the tale holds that 
Jenny became pregnant by one of the white men 
and felt it necessary to kill herself in the river. 
Another version relates that Jenny caught the flu 
when an epidemic swept the white lumbering 
community. In either case, her father blamed the 
white men for her death. He buried Jenny on the  
hill (on which the mansion was later to stand), and 
cursed any white man who would, in the future, 
dare to violate her grave.  

 The curse soon had a chance to work. Merrill  
was incorporated in 1883 and the first mayor, T.B. 
Scott, decided the next year to build a home on the 
top of the hill where Jenny’s grave was. Even 
before the house was finished, he died suddenly. 
The next year his wife, who had continued the 
construction work, died, and in the same year the 
Scotts’ son was killed by the home’s architect, after  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

an argument about whether or not the hill was 
cursed.  

 In 1893 a Chicago millionaire bought the home. 
Six years later, he lost the home to a mortgage 
forecloser, went insane and died in an asylum. That 
same year, the man who now held the mortgage 
was stabbed to death. A land speculator who next 
bought the house disappeared soon after, never to 
be seen or heard from again. A woman was the next 
owner and she died within a year. From the time of 
her death until 1911, a caretaker managed the 
premises. Then he visited England, and returned on 
the Titanic, becoming one of the hundreds who 
perished. The next caretaker died of alcoholism. 
Finally, in 1919, the widowed husband of the 
woman who had last owned the property gave it to 
the City of Merrill. 

 In 1923 the city gave the land and the house to 
the Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross, apparently 
ending the curse. 

 Special Thank You to the Wisconsin Historical Society 
 for giving us permission to reprint the story. Text from 
 Every Root an Anchor by Bruce Allison.   

 Special Thank You to the Holy Cross Sisters for photo             
 of T.B. Scott Mansion. 



 

HALLOWEEN WORD SEARCH 

Bat       

Pumpkin 

Halloween 

Mummy 

Vampire   

Witch     

Spooky 

Trick or Treat 

Fun 

Ghost 

Costume   

Skeleton 

Candy 

Scary 

Monster Haunted House 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 
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Top Left: Life Enrichment Aide Amber, residents 
Pennie B., Dorothy J., Lillian J., Estelle K., Chaplain  
S. Rose, Ruth R. and Nat T. Above: Pet Therapy   
mom Eileen with sweet Maggie and resident Maria S. 

Nurse Abby &                                        
resident Judy C. Left to Right: Residents John S., Marlene S., Pennie B, Janet B. 
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Center Right:                 
Resident Don B. & 
Life Enrichment                   
Aide Bill at yummy 
picnic lunch. 

Residents Norm T., Ruth R., Life Enrichment Aide Amber, Police Officer, Lorraine R., 
Dorothy J., Administrator Kris M. and resident John S. at Merrill’s Community Night Out. 

Top Right: Resident Dorothy B. with Salon Stylist Jennifer. 
Above: Life Enrichment Coordinator Ashley pilots our new 
Trishaw with beautiful couple Jim and Marti H. Bottom Right: 
Residents John C. and Cliff M. playing some Bingo.  
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Hauntingly Good Vintage Recipe from Long Ago 
This 1941 vintage recipe for “Midnight Cake” is perfect for your Spooky Halloween Party!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Midnight Cake Recipe 
Ingredients: 
1/2 cup Shortening 
1 1/4 cups Sugar 
2 Eggs 
1 cup Hot Water 
1/2 cup Cocoa 
1 1/2 cups Sifted Flour 
1/2 tsp. Salt 
1 tsp. Baking Soda 
1 tsp. Baking Powder 
1 tsp. Vanilla 
 

Cake Directions: 
Cream shortening, add sugar gradually, and cream until fluffy. Blend in well-beaten eggs. Slowly add 
hot water to cocoa and mix until smooth. Stir to dissolve completely. 
Sift flour, salt, soda, and baking powder together and add to creamed mixture alternately with hot   
water and cocoa mixture. Blend in vanilla. 
Pour into an 8-inch square pan which has been greased and lined with paper. Bake 50 to 55 minutes 
in a moderate oven (350 F). When cool spread Double-Boiler Icing over top and sides. 

 
Icing Directions: 
Combine in top of a double boiler the egg white, sugar, cream of tartar and water and beat together 
just enough to completely blend ingredients. Place over rapidly boiling water and beat with rotary 
beater until mixture is white and very light. This takes 5 to 7 minutes. Remove from over hot water 
and fold in the flavoring. This makes a generous amount of icing for an 8-inch square cake. 

Icing Ingredients: 
Using a double-boiler:                                        
1 Egg White 
3/4 cup Sugar 
1/8 tsp. Cream of Tartar 
3 tbsp. Water 
1/2 tsp. Vanilla  

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-mUfW2lyYQ4I/WdzsUaF8yuI/AAAAAAAAMIU/iy406vDAduYVp9qy7463_nIfabO26DBPgCLcBGAs/s1600/3f3eb4da87a5faa6e8e81ad642e38a7a--best-cake-ever-vintage-recipes%2B2.jpg


A Bushel of Fun                  
Happening In October 

By Ashley Hilgendorf, Life Enrichment Coordinator  

 

 With summer officially over, Fall is here and in full 
swing around Bell Tower! Fall decorations are up, a 
bus outing to Helene’s Apple Orchard is scheduled 
and the residents will be making a pizza pan pumpkin 
craft. Not to forget, of course we’re having a              
Halloween Party to end the month of October. The residents at Bell Tower keep exceptionally busy. 
They partake in some sort of activity they enjoy doing or have requested our activity staff to try a 
new activity.  

 The Bell Tower bus will be taking the residents to several places around Merrill and in Wausau 
during October. Shopping at some of their favorite shops; Dollar Tree, Dollar General, Walmart, 
Prairie Pines and Fleet Farm in Antigo. It was requested to go eat lunch at Pizza Ranch in Weston, 
Culver’s and have breakfast at IHOP in Wausau. A few other stops along the way we will be making 
are two scenic drives to see the fall colors and a trip to the T.B. Scott Library for our book lovers.  

 Keeping the residents at Bell Tower active is important to our staff, resident’s families and the 
residents themselves. The activity department from time to time hears suggestions and we try to  
accommodate them the best we can. There are some activities that used to be done years ago at 
Bell Tower. Such as use of the weaving loom in the activity room, bell ringing and woodworking. We 
have gotten some requests to bring them back. The activity staff at this time are looking into how to 
go about doing this. So please, stay tuned in the future for when these might be popping back up on 
the activity calendar. What would be ideal is to have a volunteer(s) come in and do each of these 
activities with the residents. A volunteer for weaving loom, a volunteer for bell ringing and a         
volunteer for woodworking. If you know anyone or you yourself would like to volunteer to do any one 
of these activities, contact Ashley Hilgendorf.  

 We’re heading into the busy holiday season as well. Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s. Throughout the building there will be decorations for the seasons, from now through 
January. So festive! So fun! Fall is a favorite season of mine, the bright reds, oranges and yellow 
colors are the best part. Enjoy the Fall season!  

Bell Tower celebrates all the individuals that contribute to the health of 
our residents and who are invested in caring from the heart every day  
of every year. 

Many thanks to all the nurses, certified nursing assistants, personal 
care workers, food service staff, maintenance staff, housekeeping staff,                    
administrative staff, volunteers and many others for their role in               
providing superior care to the residents at Bell Tower Residence. 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 
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Lois Schindler passed away on Monday, August 19, 2019 
with family at her side. Lois had been a resident since June 
of 2016. Lois was born June 5 in the Township of Lynn,                      
at that time Granton, WI. She married Clifford Carlson in 
1944 in Green Grove. He sadly passed in 1967. Lois married 
James Schindler in Unity in August, 1974. Earlier in life Lois 
was a farmer’s wife and later worked for the United States 
Postal Service as a clerk for 18 years. Lois lovingly took care 
of her home, family, flowers and gardens. She canned, froze and prepared many garden                 
vegetables and home grown berries and fruits. In earlier years, she served as a Church council   
member, Financial Secretary, Sunday School and Vacation Bible school teacher, member of the              
Ladies Aid and church office volunteer. She loved to read, crochet, cross-stitch, write and travel in 
the United States. She moved to Merrill in September 2013 to be closer to family and from a farm 
east of Unity where she had lived for 61 years. She is lovingly survived by her children Karen Carlson 
and Erland Carlson, grandchildren, great grand-children, brother, in-laws and numerous nieces, 
nephews and friends. Funeral Services were held on September 7, 2019 at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Unity where Lois has been a member for about 75 years.                                                                                     
We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the friends and family of Lois Schindler. 



 Celebration of Life                               
                                   Bell Tower Residence 

                                  In Loving Memory  
                                              August 2018 - August 2019 

                                           

                                       RICHARD RUGE 

                        ERLING ‘OLE’ RAVN 

                        RICHARD HAGEDORN 

                        DARRELL CHARTIER 

                        WALTER MEYER 

                        S. JEANNE MARIE BRAUN 

          MARGARET HALL 

                               MARIE MALM 

                 MARGARET BROST  

                 S. BENEDICTA BERGER 

                 ELAINE SCHROEDER 

                 DEAN BERGHAMMER 

                 SUSAN HANGIANDREOU 

                 BEV GUTKNECHT 

                 KEN OELKERS 

                 BEV SIMON 
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A Non-Profit WISH Community 

29th Annual Craft Fair                    

      Saturday, November 9                                  
9am - 3pm                                         

                                                               
Luminaria and Santa Photos                                                                               

               Saturday, December 7                                                
6pm - 8pm 
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