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As the calendar pages turn to November we find ourselves closer               
to the end of the year and the approaching holiday season.                        
Thanksgiving presents itself in the midst of a pandemic, in a year               
that has brought uncertainty. Do we have the strength to count our 
blessings? 

I often remind myself that our lives are the creation of a masterpiece, 
a painting, a mosaic or perhaps a tapestry. We see the single 
strokes, the small pieces and the loosely woven threads. We see                                                              
corners and edges, patterns and maybe even glimpses of the larger                                                
scene. Rarely however do we see the entire picture - how all our experiences have come 
together to complete the masterpiece of the many blessings and trials that completes our 
lives. 

I find myself thankful for Bell Tower Residence, started by the Holy Cross Sisters with               
Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing continuing the legacy. How fortunate we are to have this 
wonderful community for senior living, founded on faith and values in Merrill! I’m thankful for 
our residents who have trusted us as they make Bell Tower Residence their home. Each 
resident brings a spirit of joy and experiences of a lifetime that they share as part of the                              
Bell Tower family. I’m thankful for the families, friends, Sisters and others who have                           
overwhelmingly expressed their appreciation and gratitude this past year and continued to 
support us. I’m thankful for our donors who have shown unwavering support in these                    
uncertain times. Finally, without fail I am so very thankful for our staff - a team of warriors 
and heroes that have fought to keep everyone at Bell Tower Residence healthy and safe 
and give of their compassionate hearts every single day. 

I have learned through a year of loss and 
challenges, that even when we need to 
search deeply, our blessings abound. 
Our masterpiece is not yet finished and 
this year is but one stroke of the brush, 
one pass of the weaver’s shuttle. 

We pray for the end of the pandemic, the 
reuniting of families and thankful hearts. 

Thank you for being part                                            
of our Bell Tower                                                  
Residence family                                                           
and God bless you                                                
this Thanksgiving. 

 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community  
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Resident Anniversaries 
Berm Stiver       9 years 

Estelle Klemp     6 years 

Lorraine Muschinske  6 years 

Dorothy Jaeger    4 years 

Carl Buettner     1 year 

Lois Jaeger      1 year 

 

Resident Birthdays 
November 11    S. Joelle Mauer 

November 13    Kathy Lindquist 

November 18    Geraldine Dotter 

November 20    Cub Fischer 

November 21    Tom Sazama 

November 22    Lorraine Muschinske 

November 26    Betty Weix 

November 29    Lois Jaeger 

November 29    Pat Rajek 

November 30    Regina Broeking 

Big Welcome To 
ARLENE SCHIELD & ANNA KRUEGER 

Employee Anniversaries 
Peggy Fruend     7 years 

Alysian Kimmons   7 years 

Samantha Brown   3 years 

Keith Lunders    1 year 

Tina Lunders    1 year 

 

Employee Birthdays 
November 2     Dan Hinz  

November 4     Sally Severt 

November 6     Linda Pautz 

November 7     Arick Bushar 

November 8     Melissa Kanitz 

November 16    Michele Steger 

November 17    Som Sengkhammee 

November 24    Paula Sherwood 

November 26    Brianna Stephan 

November 28    Ashley Lemke 

November 28    Stephanie Williams 

November 29    Rebecca Rasmussen 

November 30    Alexandra Johnson 



 

Welcome To the Team 
Kiana Haroldson is a Dietary Aide. She has lived in Merrill most of her life. 
Kiana has three half-brothers and one half-sister. She also has three dogs and two 
cats. Kiana enjoys playing softball and racing in the winter. 

Adeline Heisinger is a Dietary Aide. She has lived in Merrill all of 
her life. Adeline has two brothers, one sister, two cats and a dog. She 
likes to dance and enjoys the outdoors. Adeline volunteers at her       
church. 

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

Daylight Savings Time  

ENDS 
NOVEMBER 1 

Congratulations to our WISH Rising Stars recipients! 
McKenna Bessert and Logan Humphrey 

Carriage Healthcare Companies President/CEO,                             

Bob Siebel presented the WISH (Wisconsin Illinois 

Senior Housing) Rising Stars scholarships to                 

McKenna Bessert, LPN and Logan Humphrey, CNA.   

WISH is grateful and honor those who continue to 

bring excellence to senior care every day, especially 

during the difficult times of the pandemic. 
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Arlene Schield 
was born in                  
Marathon County 
on May 11, 1928.                                   

She lived most of 
her life in the              
Merrill area. The 
family had a dairy 
farm. Arlene is a 
wonderful                
homemaker,   
beautiful wife and 
loving mother.                                                                     

She has two           
children. Son, Greg and daughter, Kathryn. 
They both live in Merrill.  

Arlene enjoys being around other people and 
looks forward to socializing, watching television 
and attending church. She would like to be 
called Arlene during her stay at Bell Tower. 

 

Thank you for choosing Bell Tower as your new home!                                                  
We’re happy you’re here! 

Anna Krueger 
was born on    
July 9, 1930.  

She has spent 
most of her life 
in Merrill. Anna 
was a factory 
worker. She had 
three sons, 
Mike, Fred and 
Jeff. All sadly 
passed away. 
Anna has three 
grandchildren                         

and two great-grandchildren.  

She is most proud of her family and gets 
great joy from her family and friends. Anna 
enjoyed traveling, cooking, baking and            
gardening in the past. She would like to be 
called Anna during her stay at Bell Tower. 



the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 
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For Thanksgiving,                      

the CDC recommends a small  
dinner with only people who live            
in the same household. Despite 
the usual high travel volume for 
the holiday, the CDC recommends 
against traveling as it increases 
the chance of contracting and                 
spreading COVID-19. 

Lower-Risk Thanksgiving                 

activities include preparing food    
for vulnerable family members    

and delivering it to them while maintaining social distancing, having a virtual dinner with 
family and friends and shopping online rather than in-store after the holiday. 

Moderate-Risk Thanksgiving activities include hosting a small outdoor dinner with 
family and friends in your community and visiting pumpkin patches or orchards where safe 
hygiene and social distancing are practiced. 

High-Risk Thanksgiving activities include attending crowded parades and large indoor                        
gatherings with people outside your household and participating in crowded races. 
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Resident                                           
Lillian J.  

Resident                                       
Sophie B.  

Top Center: Life Enrichment Aide Becky 

and Harriet T. taking a stroll. Below:                  
Residents enjoy streaming prayer service. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKn5aZlLHKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcap-tured-moments.tumblr.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEe3EKWqf1-KWf4GcS0ufXZO2RAHg&ust=1453130756224
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Resident Mary U. 

Resident S. Joelle M. 

Resident S. Dolores W. 

Resident Harriet T. 

Resident John S. 

Resident Cliff M. 
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the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

Going to the theater during the 1940s was a place to escape.                   
Just before, during and after the United States entered World War 
II, Americans used the movie theater as a place to escape from not 
only their everyday lives but from the horrors of the world. There 
were tons of propaganda films about the war, rationing and                   
everything in between included in film previews. Movies 
like Casablanca and It’s a Wonderful Life premiered during this                  
time and were huge box office hits. 

While there's nothing quite like watching a movie at the theater, 
watching a movie at home is more convenient, more comfortable  
and less expensive. Now’s a perfect time to watch one of your                          
favorites!                                                   

Grab a bowl of popcorn, snuggle up, relax and enjoy! 

http://www.filmsite.org/40sintro.html
http://www.filmsite.org/40sintro.html
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Forever In Our Hearts       
 

Elaine Hinke passed away Saturday, September 19, 2020. Elaine had been a 

resident at Bell Tower since February 2019. Elaine was born January 24, 1919 
in Ironwood, Michigan, daughter of the late Louis and Amelia (Erm) Kutil.  

She married Elmer W. Hinke on February 22, 1938 in Ironwood. Elaine was a 
homemaker and had also worked at the former ‘Skipper’s Restaurant’ in Merrill. 
Elaine was an active member of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Merrill.   
She sang in the church choir and had also taught Christian education classes. 
Elaine served her community as a Girl Scout and Brownie leader. At home she 

enjoyed cooking and baking healthy meals as well as canning. 

Elaine is survived by a daughter, Carole Kobe; three sons, Jim (Shirley) Hinke, Dave Hinke and 
Dan Hinke; a former daughter in law, Rebecca Lorge; six grandchildren and three great                          
grandchildren. The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Tuesday, September 22, 2020                      
at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Merrill.  

Barb Peterson passed away Saturday, September 19, 2020. Barb had been a 

resident at Bell Tower since February 2017.She was born May 11, 1932. She   
graduated from Edgar High School in 1950. She met Russell A. Peterson at a 
friend’s wedding and married on February 14, 1952. They were married 58 years.  

After high school, Barbara went to UW-Stevens Point Normal School, obtaining   
an elementary school teaching degree. She graduated in 1952. Her first teaching 
job was in Spencer in a one room schoolhouse, teaching grades first through 
eighth. Russell began his work career in Milwaukee and Barbara found a teaching 

job at St. Francis Elementary School. She stopped teaching for a little while to raise three children. 
Once the youngest child started first grade, she started teaching again. She taught or subbed at 
many of the elementary parochial schools in Wausau. Barbara had a variety of interests. She loved 
playing games and cards. She loved to sew all types of things, especially quilts for family, friends 
and for Lutheran World Relief. She was an excellent cook. Her lasagna was the best. She made 
wonderful Christmas bars and cookies. Barbara loved hummingbirds - feeding them and watching 
them. Barbara and Russell loved spending time at their cottage on Lost Lake in St. Germain and 
loved traveling to various places in the United States, Europe and Mexico. For a number of years 
they stayed in Panama City Beach, FL to get out of the cold. 

Barbara is survived by her children, Peggy (Lee) Olbrantz, Dirk (Kathi) Peterson and Grant (Judy) 
Peterson, many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Private services were held at Restlawn  
Memorial Park Chapel, Wausau. 

 

 

We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the family and friends of                                         

Elaine Hinke and Barbara Peterson 
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Laura Oehme passed away on September 28, 2020. Laura had been a resident of 

Bell Tower since 2017. Originally from Chicago, she made her home in Wisconsin 
Rapids for 58 years before moving to Merrill. 

Laura liked to say she was “lucky in life and lucky in love.” She met her husband of 
almost 60 years, Frank, when working at the Illinois Central Railroad ticket               
counter. Frank would stand in Laura’s line - despite it being longer than others -      
to buy a daily ticket, even though a monthly pass would have been a much cheaper. 
“Her smile made my day,” he would say. “She was the most beautiful girl I’d seen 

since getting home from the war.” They married in September 1950 and soon joined “Merry Mates” 
a dance group for young couples at their church. In later years, Frank & Laura continued to dance 
to the big band music of Don Chesebro’s Orchestra, so popular in central Wisconsin.  

Together they raised five children, four girls and a boy. Laura was twice elected “Mother of the 
Year” by Immanuel Lutheran Church in Rapids, where she was also an active Girl Scout leader, 
PTA member and all-around good friend and neighbor. Laura was known for her creative crafting,   
sewing countless dance recital costumes and fancy dresses for her girls; painting pottery and               
textiles for gifts; antiquing furniture and gardening to create a beautiful home; and knitting,                     
crocheting, embroidering, quilting and furnishing her beloved doll houses. Laura felt she REALLY 
got lucky when she made her final home Bell Tower Residence. She enjoyed her fellow residents, 
her great care-takers, activity-makers and the YUMMY food! She was 94. 

 

Betty Hanson passed away Sunday, October 4, 2020. Betty had been a resident 

at Bell Tower since December of 2018. She was born May 25, 1926 in Merrill. She 
married Allan H. Hanson on November 15, 1947. Betty graduated with the Merrill 
Senior High School class of 1944. During WWII she was employed at Merrill                 
Manufacturing. After her marriage, Betty became a homemaker. She was a great 
cook. Betty enjoyed taking care of her vegetable and flower gardens and she also 
enjoyed crocheting, knitting and sewing. She had been a Girl Scout leader. Betty 
was an active member of Merrill’s St. Stephens United Church of Christ where she 

taught both Sunday School and Bible School and was a member of the Mission Circle at church. 

Betty is survived by two daughters, Karen (Robert) McDonald and Judy (Lucky) Anger; one son, 
Steve Hanson; one grandson and one great granddaughter. Private family entombment took place 
at Merrill Memorial Park Mausoleum. A private family memorial service will be held at a later date.  

Forever In Our Hearts 

We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the family and friends of                                         

Laura Oehme and Betty Hanson 



 

 

1500 O’Day Street 

Merrill WI 54452 

www.belltowerresidence.org 
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