
 

 

 

 

A Newsletter to Celebrate the Spirit of the 

Residents, Family and Staff of Bell Tower Residence 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community  

The stories these walls could tell. Over the past few 
months, with the illness and passing of my husband I had 
many opportunities to recall favorite memories of our life together. The memories 
were often associated with places we lived - an old farmhouse, small apartments, 
and old houses with nooks and crannies. Remembering barn cats and puppies. 
Memories of kids thundering up and down stairs, birthday parties, tears and                  

laughter and crowded family vacations in a stinky minivan…
 
What stories there must be in the walls of Bell Tower Residence! Etched into these 
walls are the stories of Merrill, of the Sisters and the young women from Holy Cross 
High School. Stories of laughter and shenanigans, of tears and of prayer. Stories of 
all who came to live here and the friendships they made. There are stories of the 

staff who attend to the residents, often leaving their own cares behind...

 
 
Bell Tower Residence has served nearly 980 people     
living here since opening its doors as an assisted living 

community in 1990...  
 
Winter begins to fade into spring and a fresh season is 
right around the  corner. We look forward to new                  
friendships, new beginnings and activities. We hope in 

some way you will join us to with                  
Bell Tower Residence.  

 Kris  

  Kris McGarigle      

Bell Tower Administrator 
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RESIDENT Birthdays 
March 5       Carol Sczygelski 

March 7       Vera Leitzke 

March 9       Carl Buettner 

March 9       Darlene Kasper 

March 14       Wanda Meyer 

March 15       Ev Bjorklund 

March 22       Florian Koehler 

March 27       Larry Plautz 

March 28       Lowell Downs 

March 30       Dorothy Berndt 

March 31       Marti Hall 

 

RESIDENT Anniversaries 

Elroy Kohnke      10 years 

Vera Leitzke      6  years 

Rose Platta      5 years 

Eileen Kroening    4 years 

Gerald O’Connor   3 years 

Ruth Rajek      2 years 

S. Dolores Wagner   2 years 

    

 EMPLOYEE Birthdays 

 March 1      Alyssa Bourgard 

 March 3        Mikaela Meier  

 March 7      Tim Ruprecht 

 March 12      Jennifer Lemke 

 March 23      Jane Shidell 

 March 31      Paige Henke  

 

 EMPLOYEE Anniversaries 
    Lynn Erickson    21 years 

 Paula Sherwood      8 years 

 Marlys Hoy       6 years 

 Jourdyn Lemke     6 years 

 Paula Meyer      4 years 

 Jennifer Robinson    4 years 

 Deb Steinfest      4 years 

 Connie Eckert     1 year 
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the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

Welcome To The Team 

  Lori Amelse                                    Tiffany Braunel                                   Ashley Cole                            Shandalynn Koeller 

        Michelle Kurth                               Tania Tabbert                                Corrine Teske                          

Lori Amelse is a Dietary Aide. She grew up in Merrill. Lori has three sons and one grand-daughter. 

She enjoys bingo, diamond dotz painting, puzzles and she loves books and reading when she can.  

Tiffany Braunel is a Dietary Aide. Tiffany has five brothers and her parents are expecting in                        

September. She plays seven different instruments, loves art and dogs, even though she’s allergic. 

Ashley Cole is a Dietary Aide. She has lived in Merrill most of her life. Ashley has one sister, three 

brothers that are all fun to be around. She grew up on a farm and loves being around animals.   

Shandalynn Koeller is a returning PCW. She has three beautiful girls that bring her joy and happiness. 

She enjoys kayaking in Summer and is happy to be working at one of the best places in Merrill. 

Michelle Kurth is a CNA. She was born and raised in Tomahawk. Michelle has three children. She 

loves spending time with her children, walking, cooking and taking care of the elderly.  

Tania Tabbert is a PCW. Tania was in the army for 5 years and wants to become a nurse. She has 

three children and two dogs. Tania enjoys snowmobiling, 4-wheeling, fishing and camping. 

Corrine Teske is a returning CNA. Corinne lives in Tomahawk. She has two brothers, one step-sister, 

three step-brothers, one nephew and two dogs. Corrine enjoys hunting, fishing and trapping.  
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Lowell Downs was born 
on March 28, 1924 in 
Hornell, New York. He 
married Eleanor in 1954. 
They had four children.  

Lowell was in the Air Force for 21/2 years. His      
occupation was a radio/tv repairman.                                    

He loved to bowl and was on a bowling team. 
Lowell is a woodworking craftsman. He’s built 
many beautiful furnishings, including a                            
grandfather clock, dressers and much more.                 
He is still active in his craft and continues to                      
build other projects.  

Lowell also enjoys being around people,                  
playing cards and watching television.  

He is catholic and looks forward to services 
held in Holy Cross Chapel. He would like to 
be called Lowell during his time at Bell Tower.  

Lowell 
Downs 

Roseann was born 
on December 18, 
1929 in Wisconsin 
Rapids. She has 

two daughters and one son. Roseann was 
a teacher and worked at the Waukesha 
County Health Department until her                       
retirement. She is a very social person. 

Roseann enjoys watching television. She 
likes playing dominoes and playing bridge. 
She likes going to the movies at Cosmo              
Theatre. She enjoys music and                               
entertainment.  

Roseann is catholic and goes to church on 
a weekly basis and will be attending                 
services here in the Holy Cross Chapel. 
She would like to be called Roseann                  
during her stay at Bell Tower.  

“We’re so happy you’re here! Thank you for making Bell Tower your new home!” 

Roseann 
Wetter 
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Bell Tower Residence is very             
excited to welcome students from 
Germany. Tara Kunz and Lioba 
Backhaus. They come from a 
school sponsored by the Holy 
Cross Sisters in Germany. Tara 
shared a little about herself with 
us... 

                                                                                          
My name Tara Kunz and I‘m from 
Gemunden, which is in Franconia, Bavaria. 
I‘m 15 years old and in the 10th grade at 
the Theodosius-Florentino-School in 
Gemunden. I live with my mum, dad and 
my younger sister. Unfortunately, we don‘t 
have any pets.  

I am really interested in learning 
languages. I learn French, Latin and 
English. I took part in a Spanish course              
at school 
and have 
been 
learning 
the  
language 
for 2 years. 

In my opinion, you have many chances in life if you have a 
big knowledge of languages.  

One of my hobbies is canoeing. I do canoeing in a club 
about 2-3 times a week. My sister also canoes. In summer 
we have competitions in many different cities in which you 
can win medals or little gifts. I have several medals. I also 
like to bake when I have the time. 

I‘m sure this will be a great adventure and especially a big 
experience. I really like to care for older people, so I think 
this will be a good chance for me to do that! It has been a 
dream for me to travel to the United States and my parents 
also told me to use such offers if I get the chance. I‘m sure 
that I‘ll improve my English skills which is very important. I 
think that I will also get to know things in America, which are different than in Germany 
learn something about the culture. I am very glad and looking forward to visiting! 
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Top Left: Artisan Matt Philleo.                                      
Top Right: Artisan Walter Allen.                                   
Bottom Left: Artisan Ginni McCormack.                                 
Bottom Right: Volunteer Carol Mancl, Showcase              
Organizer, S. Peggy Jackelen and volunteer, Russ Mancl.  
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RESIDENT 
Valentine Party 

RESIDENT 
Valentine Party 
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When seniors fail to engage in mentally                  

stimulating activities, their risk of dementia                 

increases. If you have an aging loved one 

who is living with dementia and needs help 

aging in place safely and comfortably, I’d 

be more than happy to answer any                      

questions you might have and show you 

around. Call 715-536-5575 and ask for Deb. 
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St. Patrick s Day Word Search 

     CLOVER      DUBLIN       FAIRY        GREEN        IRELAND        JIG      

LEPRECHAUN        LUCK      MARCH     POTATO       SHAMROCK      STEW 
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Very Incredible People of Bell Tower 
By Ashley Hilgendorf, Life Enrichment Coordinator  

 

 Calling all volunteers! Bell Tower Residence is looking for 
our existing and new volunteers to come in and help with               
various programs for our residents. We need Bingo helpers, 
card making helpers, playing card game helpers, the list goes 
on and on. If you haven’t been into Bell Tower for a while or  
would like to offer more of your time we would greatly                             
appreciate seeing you.  

Our residents and their satisfaction are top priorities at Bell Tower. The Life                       
Enrichment Activities Department offers an array of programs for the residents to help 
keep them active on a daily basis. Unfortunately though, we only have a limited amount              
of Life Enrichment activity staff and sometimes are unable to accomplish every resident 
request of what they would like to do. 

There are a few past activities the residents used to enjoy doing here. Bell Ringing, 
Loom Weaving and Woodworking. All of these programs no longer take place due to a 
lack of time, knowledge and instructor to do them. If any volunteer can and is willing to  
donate their time to do any of these three programs we would graciously take you up                  
on the offer!  

Being a volunteer means more than just doing a good deed. You are truly an asset 
in the residents’ lives and a tremendous help to the Bell Tower staff. Bell Tower staff      
doesn’t have enough hours to get the special one on one time with each individual                   
resident where as a volunteer can spend as much or as little time with each individual   
resident at their discretion. 

In April there will be a Volunteer Luncheon to appreciate and thank all the                         
volunteers who have given their time over the past year(s) to Bell Tower. The residents, 
staff and family members do sincerely appreciate you and we want all of the volunteers to 
know that. Be on the lookout in the mail for your invite and we can’t wait for you to join us 
for a celebratory lunch!  

Again, if you haven’t been in to Bell Tower for a while or have thought about                         
volunteering more of your time and just didn’t know what or where it was needed, please 
contact the Volunteer Coordinator, Ashley Hilgendorf to assist you.  

Thank you for being a part of Bell Tower Residence Volunteer program!  
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Martin ‘Bud’ Hall passed away on Thursday, January 30, 2020. He 
had been a resident since 2011. Bud was born December 21, 1926 in 
Michigan. He married Jean Wold in 1948. They had two sons, Jeff and 
Kevin. Bud enlisted in the United States Navy in 1944 and served            
during World War II in the European theatre and the Pacific theatre. 
He was honorably discharged in 1946. Bud was proud to serve our 
country and was a member of Wausau American Legion Post 10. Bud 
worked as a plan engineer at General Motors. He began his career 
with GM working at their AC-Delco division in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. 
He and his young family moved to Michigan where he continued 

working for GM until his retirement more than thirty years later. Bud like to hunt and took several 
trips to South Dakota, Wyoming and Colorado to hunt Whitetail and Mule Deer. Bud was a gun 
enthusiast and made his own ammunition. He also enjoyed traveling to Lake Gogebic to walleye 
fish. He enjoyed golfing and was a member of the American Legion Golf Course in Wausau. In his 
younger years Bud was a Boy Scout leader and a Little League baseball coach. Funeral services 
were held on Thursday, February 6 at the Taylor-Stine Funeral Home in Merrill. Graveside Military 
Rites were conducted by V.F.W. Post 1638 Honor Guard, Merrill. 

We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the friends and family of Bud Hall. 

 

Join Us For LENTEN PRAYER SERVICES  

Ash Wednesday, Feb.,  26   2:00pm 

Wednesday, March 4     11:30am 

Wednesday, March 18    2:00pm 

Wednesday, March 25    2:00pm 

Wednesday, April 1      11:30am 

Wednesday, April 8     2:00pm 
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 1500 O’Day Street 

 Merrill WI 54452 

 www.BellTowerResidence.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Non-Profit WISH Community 
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