
 

 

 

 

Grace Under Pressure 
“In any moment of decision, the best thing you can 
do is the right thing. The worst thing you can do is                          
nothing.”  (Theodore Roosevelt) 

 

Dear Bell Tower Residence Family, 

In the past week or so we’ve all come to understand the     
meaning of “grace under pressure.” We are faced with                 
circumstances that many in our multiple generations have 
never experienced. We have had to make difficult decisions, and most of all we are 
trying to do the right thing. 

Grace under pressure. In the midst of challenging circumstances we act with  
honor, calmness, compassion and integrity.  

On a daily basis I see this from our staff, residents and families. Our staff have           
taken on new assignments and ways of doing things. The “rules” may change             
daily, if not more often, and the staff keep doing what they do best.  They provide 
care and services, adapting as need be. They leave the safety of their homes to come 
and care for our residents. They have my utmost respect. Our residents thank us.  
They say, “Kris, we are ok. You are all doing a good job. You are doing what you need to 
do.” With every change in policy on visiting or other restrictions they continue to 
bless us with their smiles and appreciation. Our residents’ families separated from 
their loved ones, visit by phone or video. They send emails and call to make sure 
our staff is ok and to thank us. Grace. Under pressure. 

Together, as a Bell Tower Residence family we will weather this storm. I cannot say 
enough how thankful I am for each of you reading this letter.  

May God bless us all. 

Sincerely, 

Kris McGarigle 

April 2020 
A Newsletter to Celebrate the Spirit of the 

Residents, Family and Staff of Bell Tower Residence 
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  Kris McGarigle      

Bell Tower Administrator 
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Resident Birthdays 
April 2        Larry Hagen 

April 3        Patsy Woller 

April 7          Roger Ollhoff 

April 9        Tom Lindquist 

April 10       Charlette Swope  

April 13       Marlene Sutheimer 

April 27       Elroy Kohnke 

 

Resident Anniversaries 

Diana Waller      5 years 

Mary Ann Borchardt    2 years 

Florence Jojade    2 years 

Kristin Sobiesczyk  2 years 

Gloria Svetlik     2 years 

LaVine Woller     2 years 

Janet Hagen     1 year 

Larry Hagen     1 year 

Carol Hettinga    1 year 

 

 

 

Employee Birthdays 

April 6          Janie Allen  

April 6       Amber Schroepfer 

April 11      April Scheu 

April 13      Rita Kremsreiter 

April 19      Ashley Hilgendorf 

April 26      Thomas Poncek 

April 28      Ethan Lehman 

April 30      Audrey Steckling 

 

Employee Anniversaries 
Dawn Ives     23 years 

Michele Steger    19 years 

Brandi Fornal    7 years 

Ethan Lehman   6 years 

Tina Diel      4 years 

Kris McGarigle   4 years 

Alyssa Bourgard  3 years 

S. Rose Heil    3 years 

Donna Meier    2 years 

Audrey Steckling  2 years 

Kristen Case    1 year 

Mylene Jones    1 year 

Ashley Schilling   1 year 

 



 

 

 

  

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

Welcome To The Team 
the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

Sherry Cochran       Michaela Hasse             Krissy Vahl             Cheyenne Wiesman 

Sherry Cochran is a Dietary Aide/Kitchen Cleaner. She has lived in Colorado, Kentucky 
and Iowa prior to moving to Wisconsin. She has one son, one grandson and two                       
granddaughters. Sherry enjoys traveling and cruising with hubby. She has two cats,             
Charlie and Shadow. She also loves to read and garden.  

Michaela Hasse is a Dietary Aide. She has lived in Hogarty and Marathon City before                   
moving to Merrill. Michaela has been a dairy farmer all her life. She has one puppy named 
Dusty Rose. Michaela volunteers at the Langlade Humane Society. 

Krissy Vahl is a CNA. She previously lived in Post Lake. Krissy has four nephews, two 

nieces and a cat named Princess that she adores! Krissy enjoys fishing, boating, makeup 
and being in the outdoors.  

Cheyenne Wiesman is a Housekeeper. She previously lived in Wausau and now lives in 

Merrill. Cheyenne has volunteered at a soup kitchen the last three years and she was a 
Bell Tower volunteer for school.  
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Diane was born on 
March 23, 1935. She 
married  Edward                        
Chartier on November 3, 
1956. He sadly passed 
on February 20, 2020.                                                

Diane and Edward have 
five wonderful children 

and twelve great-grandchildren.  

They were the owners and operators of the 
former Lincoln Realty in Merrill.  

She loves to read and enjoys watching the 
Animal Planet and Alaska shows on                          
television. We’re happy you’re here! 

Alice was born on       
December 11, 1918 in 
Merrill. She and her                           
husband Melvin had one                   
daughter, Barbara.                      
Melvin died many years 
ago and daughter                      
Barbara has also 

passed. Alice has three wonderful grand-
sons. She began her work career as a fill-in 
bookkeeper/secretary for Taylor Insulation 
and stayed for 25 years. She water skied  
until she was 68 years old and loved                   
anything outdoors. Alice enjoys word jumbles 
and reading. We’re happy you’re here! 

Wash your hands often 

with soap and water for              

at least 20 seconds.  

Cover your cough or 

sneeze with a tissue, then 

throw the tissue in trash.  

Avoid touching your                                

eyes, nose and mouth. 

COVID-19 PREVENTION 
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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 

April 19 - 25, 2020 
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Please note most pictures were taken before restrictions.                         
TOP LEFT: S. Dorothy N., Fr. Charlie and S. Dorothee H.                  
getting ready for Mardi Gras. TOP RIGHT: Residents in Assisi 
Hall during 3rd floor renovation. LEFT: Life Enrichment                            
Coordinator Ashley with Absentee Ballot for resident Lorraine 
M. BOTTOM LEFT: Residents Carl K. and Leroy O. having 
some puzzle fun. BOTTOM RIGHT: Chaplain John and resident 
John C. enjoying a little chat.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKn5aZlLHKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcap-tured-moments.tumblr.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEe3EKWqf1-KWf4GcS0ufXZO2RAHg&ust=1453130756224
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To Our                  
Beautiful                    
Visiting   
German                   
Students 
Tara and   
Lioba! 
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Spring Word Scramble 
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The History Of The Chocolate Bunny 
Easter is the most important holiday celebrated by Christians because it's 

when they believe their savior Jesus rose from the dead. But what do                
chocolate bunnies have to do with the holiday?  

While Easter has always been a holiday with many symbolic foods such 
as lamb and bread. The Bible makes no mention of rabbits in relation to                
the holiday. There are a few theories as to why the cotton-tailed creature                
is associated with Easter, but the most popular reason is that rabbits are               
a symbol of new life. 

When German immigrants arrived in the United States in the 1700s they brought their               
tradition of an egg-laying rabbit with them. Gradually, the German-inspired Easter Bunny 
spread across the U.S. and by the 19th century it became                   
common knowledge that the friendly rabbit brought candy                      
and chocolate offerings in addition to its famous colored eggs. 

But the tradition of chocolate shaped like rabbits caught on                
because of Robert Strohecker. Strohecker is referred to as the 
father of the Easter bunny business.  

In 1890, Strohecker placed a 5-foot-tall chocolate bunny in the              
display window of his department store in Reading,                            

Pennsylvania to draw in 
more business. The giant 
chocolate bunny was                       
created at Luden’s                
Factory which was                    
eventually bought by Hershey’s in the 1980s. 

https://www.thedailymeal.com/cook/ham-lamb-easy-easter-recipes-gallery
https://www.thedailymeal.com/7-things-you-never-knew-about-easter-bunny
https://www.thedailymeal.com/holidays/easter-candy-ranking
https://www.thedailymeal.com/holidays/easter-candy-ranking
https://www.harborsweets.com/chocolate-easter-bunny-history
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Gerald O’Connor passed away on Friday, February 28, 2020. He had 
been a resident since 2017. Gerald was born May 11, 1930 in                             
Culbertson, Montana. Jerry grew up on a large cattle ranch in eastern 
Montana with his father’s two siblings and their families. Jerry served 
his country in the United States Army during the Korean War. He       
married Mabelle Kean on June 30, 1956. They had one daughter, Katie 
and one son, Mike. Jerry graduated from Marquette University in                   
Milwaukee. He worked selling water treatment equipment to                 
Paper Mills. He then worked as a stockbroker for Piper-Jaffray & Co.                              
for approximately 28 years. Jerry enjoyed fishing especially the                  

annual trips to Canada with his daughter and her family. He also enjoyed spending time with his 
family visiting his daughter and son-in-law’s cabin on Seven Island Lake in Harrison. He loved               
fishing the lake with Katie, Randy and Becca. A memorial mass will be celebrated at Holy Cross             
Chapel at Bell Tower Residence, Merrill.      

    

Roseann Wetter passed away on Saturday, March 7, 2020. She had 
been a resident since February 18, 2020. Roseann was born on                            
December 18, 1929 in Wisconsin Rapids. She married James Collins and 
he passed away in 1996. They had two daughters, Trish and Susan and 
one son, Kelly. She has six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
Roseann earned her Master’s Degree in Education at UW-Platteville and 
was an elementary school teacher. She was a volunteer at the former 
Holy Cross Hospital/Good Samaritan Health Center, Merrill. Roseann                 
enjoyed playing bridge and spending time with her dominoes friends.            
Per Roseann’s wishes, no services will be held.  

We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the  O’Connor and Wetter families and friends. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Donald Buntrock passed away on Saturday, March 14, 2020. He had been a 
resident since May of 2019. Donald was born  December 31, 1939. He married 
the love of his life Judy in 1959. They recently celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They had four children. Daughters, Cindy, Sara, Dana and one 
son, Breck. They also have seven grandchildren. 

 Don enlisted in the National Guard and was called up during the Berlin Crisis 
in 1960. After his honorable discharge he worked at the former Page Milk and 
Merrill Woolen Mills. He then worked at Wausau Papers - Brokaw as a         

maintenance oiler. Don enjoyed the outdoors and loved hunting and fishing. He especially enjoyed 
opening day of trout fishing. He also liked cutting wood and spending time at his shack in                      
Newwood. He was a wood craftsman and has created many beautiful works of art. He loved to 
polka dance with Judy and enjoyed taking the family on vacations out west and special visits to 
see his daughter, Cindy, on the east coast. In 2017, son Breck accompanied him on the Never                     
Forgotten Honor Flight. Don was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Merrill. A private service 
will be held at a later date.  

Dorothy Schroeder  passed away on Sunday, March 15, 2020. She had 
been a resident since October of 2018. Dorothy was born on April 15, 
1927. On August 9, 1948 Dorothy was united in marriage to the love of 
her life Wilfred “Bill” Schroeder. The couple moved to Marshfield where 
she worked as a Medical Assistant at the Marshfield Clinic.  

They had three beautiful daughters, Marcy, Hilary and Mariah and son, 
Mel and his children, Sarah and Laura. Dorothy was a member of                               
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Marshfield.  

A Funeral Service was held on Saturday, March 21 at the Hansen-Schilling 
Funeral Home in Marshfield. A private burial will take place at Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery in 
Marshfield at a later date.                                                                                                                                               

We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the  Buntrock and Schroeder families and friends. 
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A Non-Profit WISH Community 
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