
A Newsletter to Celebrate the Spirit of the 

Residents, Family and Staff of Bell Tower Residence JULY 2020 

July is here! And, in the spirit  
of what has been a very                  
unusual year we continue with 
“business as not so usual” at 
Bell Tower Residence.  

Whether it is the outdoor visit, 
the indoor happy hours, video 
chats or hallway bingo - Bell 
Tower Residence remains a 
busy and active place.  

As we move into the summer 
months we may think of             
fishing or swimming, parades or picnics and                
other sweet memories of years past. 

Let’s use the circumstances of 2020 to make 
new memories. There are still opportunities!  
Gardens can still grow. Hanging baskets of                 
flowers or patio plants will still make the world    

a brighter place.  

Walks in the sunshine and fresh air are still good for the soul. Just take a moment 
and smell the roses. 

There is still much to do and much to think about. If you are able, write it all down. 
For years to come we will remember 2020. Children who are young, students 
who graduated, adults who were socially isolated will have stories to tell. Write 
your stories down and in the midst of chaos, find the blessings. 

At Bell Tower Residence we are blessed in many ways. We are blessed with our 
wonderful residents and the families and friends that support them and cheer 
them (and us) on. We have amazing staff who give so much each time they come 
to work. We have the prayers and hopes of the Sisters who founded Bell Tower, 
along with the volunteers and many others who have become part of our family. 
We continue to be able to offer our valuable services to the community and those 
who choose to live here. 

We won’t soon forget the summer of 2020. Let’s enjoy the time, 
count our blessings and look forward to good things to come. 

Kris 

Bell Tower Administrator 

  Kris McGarigle      

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community  
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 Resident Birthdays 
 July 1        Estelle Klemp  

 July 15      Sophie Braun  

 

 Resident Anniversaries 
 Nat Tank      9 years 

 Ann Ravn     4 years 

 Laura Oehme    3 years 

   

 

 

  Employee Anniversaries 

 Nicole Gruett     25 years 

  Dan Hinz       20 years 

 Amber Schroepfer   15 years 

  Abby Smith     15 years 

 Jennifer Nacker    10 years 

 Margaret Bong    5 years 

  Cheryl Cherek    5 years 

  Melissa Fisher    5 years 

 Jamie Haring     1 year 

 Alexander Johnson  1 year 

 Terrie Schneider   1 year 

 Kay Vecchio     1 year 

 

   Employee Birthdays 
 July 4       Cheryl Cherek 

 July 4       Kay Vecchio 

 July 8        Connie Eckert 

    July 9       Steve Annis 

 July 12      Katlyn Teeples 

 July 13      Margaret Bong  

 July 14      Leigha Turner 

 July 15      Melissa Fisher 

 July 15      Peggy Fruend 

 July 18      Tina Diel 

 July 25      Marsha Bink 

  

BIG WELCOME To  

Rose Hehling And                           

                 Shirley Olkives 

Due to the Coronavirus, Bell Tower Residence 
will not be having their annual                              

Craft Fair & Bake Sale. 

We are sorry for the inconvenience and hope 
to see you next year. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Ashley Hilgendorf, Life Enrichment Coordinator 



the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

   Alli Blaubach          Leah Brown     Pauline Cleveland    Heidi Jackson       Melissa Schwab     Amelia Skoviera          Emily Weix 

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  

 

Alli Blaubach is a Personal Care Worker. She has lived in Merrill her entire life and she just        
finished her CNA class. Allison has one sister and loves helping people. She enjoys camping 
and boating and is happy to be here. 

Leah Brown is a Dietary Aide. Merrill has been her home all her life. Leah owned a dance             
studio for 17 years. She has two teenage sons and enjoys deer hunting, gardening and                   
cooking.  

Pauline Cleveland is a Certified Nursing Assistant. Pauline has always lived in Merrill and has two 
little boys. She enjoys camping, walks with her boys, movies and she loves math.                              

Heidi Jackson is a Hospitality Aide and will help out in Life Enrichment, Dietary and                  
Housekeeping as needed. She grew up in Merrill and was a K-12 art teacher for 22 years.   
Heidi has two daughters and one grandson and a ten-year old dog named Gracie. 

Melissa Schwab is a receptionist. She has lived in Merrill for the past 32 years. Melissa has one 
son. She lives on a farm and has cows, chickens and two dogs. She loves to go camping and 
hiking.   

Amelia Skoviera is a Dietary Aide. She has lived in Merrill for 11 years. Amelia has one sister. She 
enjoys tennis and soccer and volunteers at St. John’s Lutheran Church and is also a Junior  
Optimist volunteer.  

Emily Weix is a returning Life Enrichment Assistant and is happy to be back. She has lived in 
Merrill all her life and spent the last year at college in Milwaukee. She has one sister and enjoys 
watching movies, crocheting and playing with her two dogs and two cats.  
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Rose Hehling     
was born on March 
25, 1931 in Merrill, 
Wisconsin. Rose 
has five children 
and eight       
grandchildren.  

She worked at              
Hansen Glove, Tiny 
Tot, Wire Products 
and Fox Glove. 
Rose was honored 

at the Eagles Club and was also honored 
at Lincoln Hills for being the longest and 
oldest foster grandparent until 2019.  

She belonged to the Eagles Club and was 
president of the Ladies Auxiliary. Hobbies 
included playing cards, going fishing,             
reading and playing blackjack at the        
casino. Rose still enjoys reading, playing 
cards and watching game shows on TV. 
She is Catholic and would like to be called 
Rose during her stay at Bell Tower.  

We’re so happy you’re here!                                                                                                
Thank you for choosing Bell Tower Residence as your new home! 

Shirley Olkives               
was born on March                
24, 1937 in Marathon, 
WI.  

Shirley has three                  
children, 10 grand-
children, 16 great-
grandchildren and 
three great-great 
grandchildren.  

Shirley was a                    
beautician. She did 

some traveling in her past. Her greatest joy 
is her family. She belonged to the VFW and 
was honored as the VFW Poppy chairman. 
Shirley also was an Eagles Club member.  

She enjoyed making quilts and loves         
spending time with her family and she  
would like to be called Shirley during her 
stay at Bell Tower. 
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Carl Buettner  Army                                          Cliff Maluegge  Army                                         Leroy Ott  Army                  

Dick Bjorklund  Army-     Eve Bjorklund  WAVES           Larry Plautz  Air Force              John Case  Army                   Cub Fisher  Army       
              Air Force                 

  Mike Springer  Navy             Berm Stiver  Navy                  Jerry Wick  Navy            Roger Ollhoff Natl. Guard          John Swan  Natl.Guard       
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Top Left: Ruth R. celebrating. 
Below: Vera L. video visit. Top      

Right: Gloria S. with Chaplain 
John. Bottom Left: Planting 
with Chaplain S. Rose, Wanda 
M. & Life Enrichment Coordinator 
Ashley. Bottom Right: S. Joelle M. & 
Holy Cross Sisters companion Erin 
R. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKn5aZlLHKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcap-tured-moments.tumblr.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEe3EKWqf1-KWf4GcS0ufXZO2RAHg&ust=1453130756224
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Dorothy J. getting some fresh air 

Janet B. having card fun Dick & Ev B. celebrating 

71 years! 

Judy B. and family enjoying an outdoor visit hug 

Right to Left: Chaplain John, Gloria S., S. Joelle M., Cliff M.,     
Rosie P. and John S. enjoying Chaplain John’s  sweet guitar 

playing and beautiful songs 



 

Dig It! Slang from the 1950s 
Every generation develops its own quirky terms and phrases to refer to popular items and activities of 
their day, different types of people and other things they refer to often. Plenty of lingo from the 1950s is 
still around.  

Some people still say they’re “having a blast,” “getting their kicks,” “on cloud 9,” “catching a 
flick,” “making out,” working a “gig,” and calling “dibs.” It’s all slang from the fifties, but nobody 
would think twice about it if they heard it today. A few examples could include “cruisin’ for a bruisin’,” 
“knuckle sandwich,” “Daddy-O,” “burn rubber,” “party pooper,” “ankle biter,” “get bent,” “cool 
cat,” and “got it made in the shade.” 

Below are some slang words and phrases from the ’50s that most people today might not be as                  
familiar with, but just might bring you a memory or a smile or both! 

Agitate the gravel: To leave quickly 

Antsville: A crowded place 

Apple butter: Smooth talk 

Back seat bingo: Getting frisky in the back of the car 

Bake a biscuit: To record an album 

Blanket: Sandwich 

Bundie: A male in need of a haircut 

Classy chassis: An attractive female body 

Come on, snake! Let’s rattle!: May I have this dance? 

Cut the gas!: Be quiet! 

Earth pads: Shoes 

Fake out: A bad date 

Fat City: A happy or great situation or place 

Flutter bum: An attractive guy 

Fuzzy duck: A female with a short haircut 

Gringles: Worries 

Grundy: Not good or bad 

Hey bean!: Hello! 

Lay dead: Wait a minute 

Moldy: A bad or mean teacher 

Negative perspiration: Easy 

Every generation develops its own quirky terms and phrases to refer to popular items and activities of their day, different types of 

people, and other things they refer to often. Typically, youth are responsible for most of it, and masterful use of the newest slang is 

generally regarded as a sign of modernity and coolness. 
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Panic-and-a-half: A funny joke 

Pinky’s out of jail: Your slip is showing 

Put an egg in your shoe and beat 
it!: Go away! 

Razz my berries!: Impress me! 

Slodge: A friend 

What’s buzzin’, cuzzin’?: What’s new? 

Wig chop: Haircut 

Slang Terms 



  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes 

the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of each resident in a safe, caring environment 

APPLE           BABY             BALLAD        BASH                BIT              BLAST            BREAD           BURN                                

BUTTER        CAT                CHARIOT      CLANKED       CLYDE       COOKIN         COOTIES       CRANKED   

CUBE             DEUCE          EYEBALL      FAR OUT         FLICK         GERM             GIG                  GRODY       

HANG             HEP                HORN            JACKETED     JETS            KEEPER        KICK                KOOKIE         

LID                  MOST             NEST              PUNK 

 

1950s 

SLANG WORD SEARCH 



      
 

 

 

 

 
 

Noel G. Pregont, age 90 of Merrill, passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 31, 
2020 at Ascension Saint Clare’s Hospital, Wausau. He was born November 9, 1929 
in Wausau to the late Leslie & Ethel (Voight) Pregont. Noel had been a resident of 
Bell Tower since October of 2017. Noel worked as a certified public accountant for                  
American Can. Waid Funeral Home & Cremation Service assisted the family with               
arrangements. 

                                                                                                                         

Lowell Downs passed away peacefully on Thursday, June 4, 2020. Lowell had 

been a resident at Bell Tower since February of 2020. He was born on March 28, 
1924. At 18 years old he was drafted to the Army / Air Force and bravely served his 
country during WWII. He met the love of his life, Miss ‘Ellie’ Keppen and they                  
exchanged marriage vows on December 11, 1945. Sadly, Ellie passed away in 
2012 after almost 67 years together. Lowell worked as a TV and radio repairman. 
In his younger years Lowell was a Boy Scout  Leader. He was also a very                 
talented and accomplished woodworker. At the age of 92, Lowell was still bowling, 
earning trophies and participating on leagues. Lowell spent a lot of time with his 
wife, Ellie, while she was in the nursing home, he was very dedicated to her and  

lovingly helped care for her. Lowell will be sadly missed, but lovingly remembered  by all who knew and 
loved him. Services and military honors will be held at a later date in Arkansas, where his cremated                      
remains will be laid to rest.  

Elroy Kohnke, age 100 of Merrill went to his heavenly home to be with 

his wife, whom he dearly missed on Sunday, June 7, 2020 while residing 
at Bell Tower Assisted Living. He was born on April 27, 1920 to the late 
Alfred and Minnie (Sell) Kohnke in the town of Pine River. Elroy attended 
Merrill school through the 8th grade. He met the love of his life, Virginia 
‘Ginny' Abraham and the two lovingly exchanged marriage vows on June 
30, 1951 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Merrill. Sadly, she preceded him in 
death on June 8, 2008. Elroy was the owner and operator of Kohnke           
Super Service in Merrill for 9½ years. He then went to work at Merrill  
Manufacturing Company as a press operator and continued that work until 
his retirement in 1985. Elroy and Ginny loved traveling the world, too 

many places to mention! They were able to see and experience so much in their travels together. 
Elroy enjoyed going to casinos and was a car enthusiast. He looked forward to watching the 
Brewers games and loved the Green Bay Packers. Elroy took pride in keeping a well-manicured 
lawn. He was a member at Trinity Lutheran Church in Merrill and served on the finance                   
committee as well as being an usher. He will be sadly missed by all who knew and loved him. A 
private family service was held at Waid Funeral Home.                                                                     
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Florian Koehler, sadly passed away on Saturday, June 6, 2020.                

Florian had been a resident at Bell Tower since May of 2004. Florian 
was born March 22, 1928. She married Glenn R. Koehler on June 10, 
1950. He preceded her in death in 2009. Florian worked in the Lincoln 
County Treasurer’s office for forty years, beginning after high school. 
During her career she served as Deputy Treasurer and was elected             
Lincoln County Treasurer in December of 1969. She retired in January of 
1988. Florian and Glenn also dairy farmed in the Town of Scott. Florian 
was an extremely hard worker; she was very dedicated to her job in the 
Treasurer’s office as well as on the farm. She enjoyed the peacefulness 
of the farm and its surroundings. Florian loved her children and their 

families. The  funeral service was held on June 11, 2020 at Taylor-Stine Funeral Home, Merrill.  

                                                                                                                                                                      

Lucille M. ‘Sally’ Perridon, sadly passed away on Wednesday, June 17, 
2020 at Bell Tower, Merrill. Sally had been a resident at Bell Tower since 
October of 2018. Sally was born September 9, 1921 in Medford, daughter 
of the late Casper and Louise Boxrucke. On April 1, 1939, she married    
Joseph Perrodin in Merrill. They had two wonderful sons, Larry and            
David. Joseph preceded her in death on November 7, 1990. Lucille was               
a hardworking farmer a homemaker and enjoyed crocheting. 

Graveside services were held on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at the Calvary 
Cemetery in Athens.  

  Bell Tower Residence is a Non-Profit Wisconsin Illinois Senior Housing Inc. Community that promotes  
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Forever In Our Hearts  

We extend our heartfelt prayers and support to the                                                                           

Pregont, Downs, Kohnke, Koehler and Perrodin                                 

families and friends. 



 

 

1500 O’Day Street 

Merrill WI 54452 

www.belltowerresidence.org 
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